
Welcome  to  the  Churches  of 

 St. Michael 
We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, please call or stop at the 

Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer  any questions that you might have! 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession - Saturday 4:15pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. 
Paul and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to make 
arrangements.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing 
with major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make 
arrangements. 
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  

Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 
8:25am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:15pm,  Rosary 
at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 
10:05am, Mass at10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  

Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  

Father Randal Kasel, Pastor    frkasel@bevcomm.net 

Father Thomas McCabe , Parochial Vicar  frmccabe@bevcomm.net 
Josefina Meyer &  Sara McNamara, Staff  

CHURCH OF ST. PAUL  749 South Main St.,  Zumbrota, MN 55992   
Office: 732-5324 Fax: (507) 732-5347  Email: stpauls@hcinet.net  

OFFICE HOURS: Tues & Thurs 9am-noon,1-5pm, Wed Closed, Fri 9am-noon 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL  451 5th St. SW,  Pine Island, MN 55963  
Office: 356-4280 Fax: (507)356-2080 Email: stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tues-Thurs 9am-noon &1pm-5pm, Fri 9am-noon 

Website: http://www.stpaulstmichael.com 
BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE  All articles for the bulletin are due by noon on 
Wednesday. Please e-mail Saint Paul articles to stpauls@hcinet.net and Saint 
Michael articles to stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net. The business office reserves the 
right to edit articles as time and space allows.   

St. Paul  &    

From Father Kasel  

December 6, 2020    Second Sunday of Advent  

One’s vocation embraces one’s whole life, and our whole being works 
towards fulfillment of the Divine Mission. God makes the conversion  
of many children of Israel depend on John’s future response.  
In his own place and circumstances, each man has a God-given 
vocation. The Divine Will desires many other things that depend on             
the fulfillment of that vocation.  Many great things depend - don’t 
forget it - on whether you and I live our lives as God wants. (J. Escriva, 
The Way, 755)  Do we bring the people around us closer to God? Do 
we give good example in the way we carry out our work, in our family 
circle, in our social relations?  Do we speak about God to our 
colleagues or fellow-students?   
John’s humility. This virtue necessary for apostolate. Whilst being 
fully conscious of the mission which has been entrusted to him, John 
know that before Christ he is not even worthy to carry His sandals (cf. 
Matt. 3:11), which was what the least of the servants used to do for 
their master; anybody could do that task. The Baptist does not hesitate 
to proclaim that he is of no importance compared with Jesus. He does 
not even identify himself according to his priestly parentage. He does 
not say, ‘I am John, son of Zachary of the priestly tribe of…’ On the 
contrary, when they ask him, Who are you?, John says, I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness; prepare the way of the Lord, make His 
paths straight.  He is no more than that - the voice.  He is only the 
voice that announces Jesus. That is his mission, his life, (cont. on pg. 3) 

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
During this month of December, the month dedicated to the 
Immaculate Conception and the Infancy of Jesus, let us pray for the 
grace our hearts need to be prepared for the gifts of grace our Lord 
wills to give each of us! This Sunday we celebrate the 2nd Sunday     
of Advent.  I share with you a reflection on St. John the Baptist. I 
encourage you to reflect over this message a few times this week: 
“2nd Sunday of Advent:  The Precursor.  Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  The vocation of John the Baptist.  An Advent figure.  
Behold, people of Sion, the Lord will come to save the nations.  The 
Lord in His glory will make His voice heard and fill your hearts with 
joy. (Entrance Antiphon of the Holy Mass, cf. Is. 30:19, 30) 
Behold, the Lord will come…  The Savior is about to arrive and 
nobody notices anything.  The world goes on as usual, completely 
oblivious.  Only Mary knows - and Joseph who has been told by the 
angel.  The world is in darkness. Christ is still in Mary’s womb.  And 
there are the Jews, still arguing about the Messiah, without any idea 
that He is so near...  Few people are expecting the Consolation of 
Israel: Simeon, Anna…  We are in Advent, a time of waiting. 
During this liturgical period the Church proposes the figure of John 
the Baptist for our meditation.  For this is he who was spoken of by 
the prophet Isaiah when he spoke of: The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 
(Matt. 3:3) 
The Messiah’s coming was preceded by prophets who announced His 
arrival from afar, like heralds who announce the arrival of a great 
king.  John appears as the dividing line between the two Testaments, 
the Old and the New.  Our Lord Himself teaches something about 
John when He talks about ‘the law and the prophets down to John the 
Baptist’.  He is the personification of antiquity and the announcement 
of new times. As representing antiquity, he is born to elderly parents.  
As one who is a harbinger of new times, he shows that he has been a 
prophet from his mother’s womb.  He has not yet been born when, at 
our Lady’s arrival, he leaps for joy inside his mother. (cf. Luke 1:76-
77)  John is called ‘the prophet of the Most high’, because his mission 
is ‘to go before the Lord to prepare His ways, teaching the knowledge 
of salvation to His people’. (St. Augustine, Sermon 293, 2) The whole 
of John’s life is determined by this mission, even from his mother’s 
womb. This is to be his vocation. His whole purpose will be to 
prepare, for Jesus, a people capable of receiving the Kingdom of God.  
At the same time he is to give public testimony of Him. John will not 
seek personal fulfillment through his work but has come to prepare a 
perfect people for the Lord.  He will not do it because it appeals to 
him, but because it was for this very purpose he was conceived.  This 
is what all apostolate is about: forgetting oneself and fostering a true 
concern for others.  
John was to carry out his task to the full, even to the extent of giving 
up his life in the fulfillment of his vocation. Many came to know 
Jesus through John the Baptist’s apostolic work.  It was through an 
express indication of his that the first disciples followed Jesus. And 
many others were inwardly prepared thanks to his preaching. 

The next Holy Hour for Men will be on Sunday, December 13, at 
6:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. All men are in-
vited! 

Area Holy Masses for the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Day: 

Monday, December 7, St. Columbkill, Belle Creek  8:00 pm  
Tuesday, December 8,  Holy Trinity, Goodhue         7:00 am 
Tuesday, December 8,  St. Paul, Zumbrota               8:30 am 
Tuesday, December 8,  St. Michael, Pine Island  6:00pm(EF) 
Tuesday, December 8,  St. Michael, Pine Island       7:15 pm  
Tuesday, December 8,  St. Mary, Bellechester          8:00 pm 



CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   6:00pm Holy Mass (Extraordinary Form)  
   7:15pm Holy Mass  
Wednesday, December 9, 2020    
   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass (also live-streamed) 
   9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday, December 11, 2020    
   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass (also live-streamed) 
Saturday, December 12, 2020   
   4:00-4:55pm Individual Confession  
   5:00pm Holy Mass      
 Sunday, December 13, 2020   
   7:00am Extraordinary Form Holy Mass 
  10:30am Holy Mass (also live-streamed)    

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

December 8, 2020     Manahan Family 
December 8, 2020     Parishioners 
December 9, 2020     Paolo, Pauline & Yanna Nilo (J. Meyer)    
December 11, 2020   Jerry Donlin (Joan Jay) 
December 12, 2020  †James Clemens (Betty Clemens & Family) 
December 13, 2020  (EF) Barb Keehn  
December 13, 2020   Parishioners 

 

 WEEKLY TITHING for November 28-29, 2020   
                             

                           Envelopes:                                           $        2,219.00 
                                                                  Plate:                                                                    $        952.55 
                                                                  EFT:                                                                        $        507.50   
                                                                 Total:                                            $     3,679.05 

Holiday Helpers: Holiday Helpers is a program organized by the 
Pine Island Community Education to help local families have a 
better Christmas. The little slips of paper on the easel in the church 
entrance give a child’s age and gender, with an idea or two for a 
gift they may enjoy. We hope our parishioners will consider taking 
a tag or two. Gifts can be wrapped or not and left in our entryway 
or at St. Paul’s as directed on the slip. We will deliver donations 
left at the church. Thank you for your generosity  

HOLY MASS TIMES  

Pine Island Food Shelf: The items requested for December: Canned 

Tuna & Chicken 

Prayer to the Virgin Mary: My Queen, my Moth-

er, I give myself entirely to you, and to show my devo-
tion to you, I consecrate to you this day my eyes, my 
ears, my mouth, my heart, my entire self without re-
serve.  As I am your own, my good Mother, guard me 
and defend me as your property and possession. Amen. 

†ADORATION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT†    
 Can you spend an hour with Jesus?  Adoration is held 
at St. Paul, Zumbrota on Tuesdays from 9am-5pm and  

St. Michael, Pine Island on Wednesdays from 9am-5pm. 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION  
The Next Session: Wednesday, January 6, at 6:30-7:45pm 

TOPIC for January: The Call: Are You Listening? 
(Vocations and Holy Orders)  

Rochester Rosary Rallies: Right now our country needs fervent and 
confident prayer offered for the truthful, just, and peaceful resolution 
to our recent elections, continued conversion, and peace. Please join 
us on Sundays,  December 6 and 13 for  the continuation of the 
Rochester Rosary Rallies at 3pm near the Rochester Government 
Center at the corner of 4th St. SE and 3rd Ave. SE.  

Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting 
Christmas Flower offer ings for  the purchase of poinset-
tias for the Christmas Season. You will find a Christmas 
Flower envelope in your packet. The suggested donation is 
$13. Please put your envelope in the collection basket by Sun-
day, December 13. If you miss this deadline, please drop off donation at 
the Church office by Dec. 16. Thank you! and God bless you!   

Exodus 90 at St. Michael  
We are asking men of the parish to prayerfully consider an oppor-
tunity for a slightly different New Year’s resolution heading into 
the new year. Exodus 90 is a program focused on building a closer 
relationship with God, finding peace, and providing freedom from 
life’s distractions. It focuses on increasing daily prayer and scrip-
tural study via works of asceticism and group accountability. It is 
a challenging program, but many who undertake it, find it to be 
life-changing. There will be an information meeting for those in-
terested in undertaking the Exodus 90 group journey at St. Mi-
chael on Wednesday, December 30th at 8:30pm. Details about the 
program can be found on the website https://exodus90.com. 
The 90 day Exodus will begin January 4th and end on Easter Sun-
day. There will be weekly meetings every Wednesday at 8:30 pm 
at St. Michael.  
If you are interested in joining the group and/or would like to 
learn more, go to the website above, download the app, set a start 
date for January 4th, and begin looking through the “Field Guide”. 
If you would like a reminder email/text for the information meet-
ing on December 30th, please write your name and contact info 
legibly on the sign-up sheet or email Santi Ocariz at 
sa.ocariz@gmail.com. Man was created for greatness—for God 
Himself; he was created to be filled by God. But his heart is too 
small for the greatness to which it is destined. It must be 
stretched” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

True and Lasting Happiness 
God alone is the happiness of our souls: the contemplation of Him, 
and nothing but it, is able fully to open and relieve the mind, to un-
lock, occupy, and fix our affections…  None but the presence of our 
Maker can enter us, for to none besides can the whole heart in all its 
thoughts and feelings be unlocked and subjected.  Behold, He 
says, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him, and eat with him, and he with 
Me (Rv 3:20).  My Father will love him, and W e will come to him, 
and make Our home with him (Jn 14:23). God has sent the Spirit of 
His Son into our hearts (Gal 4:6).  God is greater than our hearts, 
and He knows everything (1 Jn 3:20).  It is this feeling of simple 
and absolute confidence and communion which soothes and satis-
fies those to whom it is given. 
Life passes, riches fly away, popularity is fickle, the senses decay, 
the world changes, friends die.  One alone is constant.  One alone is 
true to us. One alone can be true.  One alone can be all things to 
us.  One alone can supply our needs.  One alone can train us up to 
our full perfection. One alone can give a meaning to our complex 
and intricate nature.  One alone can give us tune and harmony.  One 
alone can form and possess us.  Are we allowed to put ourselves 
under His guidance?  This surely is the only question.  Has He real-
ly made us His children, and taken possession of us by His Holy 
Spirit? Are we still in His Kingdom of grace, in spite of our sins?... 
We trust, that, in spite of our sins, He will receive us still, every one 
of us, if we seek His face in love unfeigned, and Holy Fear.  Let us 
then do our part, as He has done His, and much more.  Let us say 
with the Psalmist, Whom have I in Heaven but You?  And there is 
nothing upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart 
may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forev-
er (Ps 73:25-6).  St. John Henry Newman 

Thank you! Thank you for your kindness and generosity toward 
the First Care Pregnancy Clinic donation drive. We delivered all the 
items last week and they were very thankful.  May God bless you  
all this Advent season! Gratefully, the Little Flowers Girls Club  

https://exodus90.com/
mailto:sa.ocariz@gmail.com


CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020  Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

    8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
    9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Thursday, December 10, 2020   
   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
Sunday, December 13, 2020   
    8:25am Confessions/Rosary 
    8:45am Holy Mass - On 1st, 3rd, & 5th  Sundays of the month                    

                    Holy Mass will be versus populum; 2nd & 4th ad Orientem      

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

HOLY MASS TIMES  

(From Father Kasel...from pg. 1) his personality.  His whole being is 
defined by Jesus, as should be the case in our own lives, in the life of 
any Christian. What is important in our lives is Jesus. 
As Christ gradually manifests Himself, John seeks to take second 
place, to disappear.  His best disciples will be those who take up his 
indication to follow the Master at the beginning of His public life.  
This is the Lamb of God he says to John and Andrew, pointing to 
Jesus Who is passing by. With great refinement he detached himself 
from his followers, so that they should go after Christ.  John 
persevered in sanctity, because he remained humble of heart. (St. 
Gregory the Great, Treatise on St. Luke’s Gospel, 20, 5)  That is why 
he also merited that wonderful praise of Our Lord’s, Truly I say to 
you, among those born of women there has risen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. (Matt. 11:11) 
Today, the Precursor still points to the path we have to follow. In our 
personal apostolate - when we prepare others to meet Christ – we 
must try not to make ourselves the center of attraction.  What is 
important is that Christ should be announced, known and loved.  
Only He has the words of eternal life.  Only in Him do we find 
salvation.  John’s attitude is an energetic warning against disordered 
self-love, which is always urging us to put ourselves unduly in the 
foreground.  A desire to draw attention to oneself would leave no 
room for Jesus. 
God also asks us to live without ostentation, without wanting to be 
heroes.  He wants us to lead simple, ordinary lives, trying to do good 
to everyone and carrying out our duties honestly.  Without humility 
we could not bring our friends closer to God.  Our life would then 
become empty.  
Our role as witnesses and precursors.  Apostolate with the people 
around us. 
We are not only precursors, however; we are also witnesses to Christ.  
Together with the grace of Baptism and Confirmation, we have 
received the honorable duty of making our Faith in Christ known 
through our words and our deeds.  In order to enable us to carry out 
this mission, we receive frequently, even daily, the Divine Food of 
the Body of Christ. His priests lavish sacramental grace on us and 
instruct us with the teaching of the Divine Word.  
All that has been given to us is so much greater than John himself 
had, that Jesus could say:  The least in the Kingdom of God is greater 
than John.  However, what a difference!  Jesus is just about to 
arrive, and John’s whole reason for living is to be the Precursor. We 
are witnesses of what He came to do; but what sort of witnesses are 
we?  What is our Christian testimony like amongst our colleagues 
and our families?  Is it forceful enough to convince those who do not 
yet believe in Jesus?  Those who do not love Him?  Those who have 
mistaken ideas about Him?  Is our life a proof, or does it at least 
point to the likelihood of the Truth of Christianity?  These questions 
could help us to live this Advent, so that it is not devoid of apostolic 
meaning.  
Behold the Lord will come…  John knows that God is preparing 
something very great, something for which he is to be the instrument; 
and he himself points in the direction that the Holy Spirit shows him.  
We know much more now about what it was that God had in mind 
for humanity.  We know Christ and His Church, we have the 
Sacraments.  The doctrine of salvation has been perfectly marked out 
for us…  We know that the world needs Christ to reign, we know 
that the happiness and salvation of all mankind depend on Him. We 
have Christ Himself; the same Christ whom John the Baptist knew 
and announced. 
We are witnesses and precursors. We have to bear witness and at the 
same time we have to show others the way. Our responsibility is 
great, because to be Christ’s witnesses implies first and foremost  
that we should try to live our lives according to His doctrine, that   
we should struggle to make our actions remind others of Jesus and 
His most lovable personality. We have to act in such a (cont. on pg. 4) 

CHURCH OF ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION  
The Next Session: Wednesday, January 6, at 6:30-7:45pm 

TOPIC for January: The Call: Are You Listening? 
(Vocations and Holy Orders)  

December 8, 2020     Parishioners 
December 10, 2020  †Gloria Bradley  
December 13, 2020   Parishioners 

           WEEKLY TITHING for November 29, 2020                                        
                          Envelopes:                                           $      1,335.00    
                                                                    Plate:                                                                 $        32.00  
                                                                  Total:                                             $   1,367.00 
                            Cemetery Collection: $ 125.00 

Christmas Sharing Tree   
Please return gift cards by  today, Sunday, December 6. 
The gift cards will be distributed to families in the 
Zumbrota- Mazeppa school district. Thank you for your 

generosity as you share your blessings with those less fortunate. If 
you have questions, please call Maggie Eggerichs at 507-732-7516. 

Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting Christmas 
Flower offer ings for  the purchase of poinsettias for  the 
Christmas Season. You will find a Christmas Flower enve-
lope in your packet. The suggested donation is $13. Please 
put your envelope in the collection basket by Sunday, De-
cember 13. If you miss this deadline, please drop off dona-
tion at the Church office by Dec. 15. Thank you and God bless you!   

Council of Catholic Women: There will be no CCW meeting this 
month.  The next meeting will tentatively be held in February.    

       Words to live by: 

“Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving others with 
God’s own love and concern.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta 
“The season of Advent is like springtime in nature, when everything 
is renewed and so is fresh and healthy. Advent is also meant to do 
this to us – to refresh us and make us healthy, to be able to receive 
Christ in whatever form He may come to us.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta 
“The Lord did not come to make a display. He came to heal and to 
teach suffering men.” St. Athanasius 
Teacher of children became himself a child among children, that he 
might instruct the unwise. The Bread of heaven came down to earth 
to feed the hungry.  St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

                          PRO-LIFE QUOTES:                                                                       

"We cannot but recognize that, in practical terms, defending human 
life has become more difficult today, because a mentality has been 
created that progressively devalues human life and entrusts it to the 
judgment of individuals. A consequence deriving there from is less-
ened respect for the human person, a value that lies at the founda-
tion of any form of civil coexistence, over and above the faith a 
person may profess."~ Pope Benedict XVI, speaking to the Italian Move-
ment for Life, May 12, 2008 ~    
"We must not be surprised when we hear of murders, of killings, of 
wars, of hatred. If a mother can kill her own child, what is left but 
for us to kill each other." ~ Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta ~ 



  NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 

Mahn Family  
Funeral Homes 
Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 

 (507) 732-5444 

Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 

(507) 356-4620 
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

     TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
     Commercial & Industrial       

507-824-2191 

 
 
 
 
 

Buy one Blizzard at regular price, 
receive 2nd Blizzard of equal/

lesser value FREE! 

215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota 

732-5910  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Steve Johnson’s 
 
 
 
 

Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-6706 

www.zumbrotaford.com 

ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting—Paved 

24 Hour Access  

1550 Jefferson Drive, 

Zumbrota 

507-696-4406 

 
 
 
 
 

Knollwood 
Apartments  

Located next door to the 

 Church of St. Michael 
Walk to Sunday Mass! 
Call for more information 

    (507)-356-8448 

. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HEMANN,GROVER        
& Company Ltd. 
Certified Public Accountants 

“Building & managing wealth for your 
business & family”  

Glen P. Hemann, CPA 
ghemann@zumbrotacpa.com 

404 Main St. S. Zumbrota  

732-7800 

 

   

 
 St. Paul/

Minneapolis 
Archdiocese 

Victim Assistance 
Program Hotline:  

(651) 291-4475 

Parish Safe Environment 
Coordinator: Sara McNamara 

 

St. Michael:  507-356-4280 
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

 

St. Paul: 507-732-5324 
stpauls@hcinet.net 

  
 

Church of St. Michael   Church of St. Paul                           

       Cemetery                       Cemetery  
   For Plot Information            For Plot Information 
   Call the Parish Office          Call the Parish Office  

    507-356-4280                507-732-5324 
 

“Remember To Pray For Our Beloved Departed.” 

Safe Environment:  The Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with 

minors or vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3 
(background check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS 

training) before beginning their service, and to renew 
every three years while serving.  Please contact the Safe 
Environment Coordinator for details on how to register for 
a VIRTUS class, complete the Essential 3, or do updates. 

Hub Food Center 
228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
https://www.nilssensfoods.com 

  Pine Haven Community 

Pine Haven Care Center:  
skilled nursing care,  

private rooms,  

rehabilitation &  

therapy services. 

Evergreen Place: 
senior housing          

with services. 

210 3rd St NW • Pine Island • (507) 356-8304 

        www.PineHavenCommunity.org 

(from pg. 3)  way that others will be able to say, when they meet us:  
This man is a Christian, because he does not hate, because he is 
willing to understand, because he is not a fanatic, because he is 
willing to make sacrifices, because he shows that he is a man of 
peace, because he knows how to love. (J. Escriva, Christ Is Passing 
By, 122) 
Perhaps, in many cases, today’s world does not await anything at all.  
Or it waits facing in a direction from which nobody will come. Many 
people have thrown themselves heart and soul into possessing material 
things as if these were their last end. But their hearts will never be 
satisfied with these things. We have to show the way to such people 
and to everyone.  
You know, says St. Augustine, what each one of you must do in his 
own home, with his friend, his neighbor, his servant, his superior, his 
subordinate.  You also know the way in which God provides the 
opportunity, and the way He opens the door with His Word.  Do not 
be content, then, to live at peace with yourselves until you have won 
them all for Christ, for you have been won for Christ. (St. Augustine, 
Treatise on St. John’s Gospel, 10, 9) 
Our family, friends, workmates, those people we come in contact with 
frequently, should be the first to benefit from our love for God.  With 
our example and our prayer we should reach even people we do not 
have the chance to talk to. 
Our great joy will be that of having brought to Jesus, as John the 
Baptist did, many who were far away or indifferent.  We should never 
forget that it is God’s grace, and not our human strength, that can 
move souls towards Jesus.  As nobody can give what he does not 
have, the effort to grow in our interior life becomes more urgent, so 
that all those we meet and pass on the road can be infected by our 
superabundant love for God. 

The Queen of Apostles will increase our longing and our effort to 
bring souls to her Son in the certainty that no effort is in vain in the 
sight of God.”  (From In Conversation with God, by Francis 
Fernandez) 
Through the intercession of Mary, the Immaculate Conception, St. 
Joseph, St. Michael, St. Paul, and all the Holy Angels, may God 
grant us the grace to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord at 
Christmas! 
In Christ through Mary,   
Fr. Kasel 

Retirement Fund for Religious second collection: Dec. 5-6 
 Help our elders. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated themselves to 
service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet 
years of serving for little or no pay have left their religious communi-
ties without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and other 
necessities. Please be generous.  

Spiritual Communion Prayer: My Jesus, I believe that  
You are truly present, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in 
the Most Holy Eucharist. I love You above all things, and   
I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally in the Most Holy Eu-

charist, please come at least spiritually into my heart now. I spiritu-
ally embrace You and choose to unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You and Your Love. Thank You, 
Jesus! I love You! Amen. 


