
Welcome  to  the  Churches  ofWelcome  to  the  Churches  ofWelcome  to  the  Churches  of   

St. MichaelSt. Michael  
We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, 

please call or stop at the Parish Office. We would love to meet you 
and answer any questions that you might have! 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession - Saturday 4:15pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:00am at St. Paul 
and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months in advance to 
make arrangements.  
Eucharist - Either Fr. Kasel or our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are happy to bring Holy Communion to parishioners who are 
homebound. Please contact either parish office.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing with 
major surgery or infirm.  Please contact Father Kasel to make 
arrangements. 
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:00am, Rosary at 
8:25am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:15pm,  
Rosary at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am and 10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  
Zumbrota Care Center - 2nd Thursday of the month, Mass at 9:15am  
Pine Haven Care Center - 1st Wednesday of the month, Mass at 11am 

Father Randal Kasel, Pastor    frkasel@bevcomm.net 
Father Robert Altier, Parochial Vicar   

Josefina Meyer &  Sara McNamara, Staff  
CHURCH OF ST. PAUL  749 South Main St.,  Zumbrota, MN 55992   
Office: 732-5324 Fax: (507) 732-5347  Email: stpauls@hcinet.net 
CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL  451 5th St. SW,  Pine Island, MN 55963  
Office:356-4280 Fax: (507)356-2080 Email: stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 
OFFICE HOURS: Tues-Thurs 9am-12pm &1pm-5pm, Fri 9am-12pm 

Website: http://www.stpaulstmichael.com 
BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE  All articles for the bulletin are due by noon on 
Wednesday. Please e-mail Saint Paul articles to stpauls@hcinet.net and Saint 
Michael articles to stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net. The business office reserves the 
right to edit articles as time and space allows.   

St. Paul St. Paul &&        

From Father Kasel  

order to  chose seven deacons, a group of disciples was gathered (cf. 
6:2). Saint Paul gave Titus specific criteria for the selection of 
presbyters (cf. Titus 1:5-9). Still today, the Christian community is 
always present in the discernment of vocations, in their formation and 
in their perseverance (cf. Apost. Ex. Evangelii Gaudium, 107). 
Vocations are born within the Church. From the moment a vocation 
begins to become evident, it is necessary to have an adequate “sense” 
of the Church. No one is called exclusively for a particular region, or 
for a group or for an ecclesial movement, but rather for the Church 
and for the world. “A sure sign of the authenticity of a charism is its 
ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated harmoniously into the 
life of God’s holy and faithful people for the good of all” (ibid., 130). 
In responding to God’s call, young people see their own ecclesial 
horizon expand; they are able to consider various charisms and to 
undertake a more objective discernment. In this way, the community 
becomes the home and the family where vocations are born. 
Candidates gratefully contemplate this mediation of the community as 
an essential element for their future. They learn to know and to love 
their brothers and sisters who pursue paths different from their own; and 
these bonds strengthen in everyone the communion which they share. 
Vocations grow within the Church. In the course of formation, 
candidates for various vocations need to grow in their knowledge of 
the ecclesial community, overcoming the limited perspectives that we 
all have at the beginning. To that end, it is helpful to undertake some 
apostolic experience together with other members of the community, 
for example: in the company of a good catechist, to communicate the 
Christian message; together with a religious community, to experience 
the evangelization of the peripheries sharing in the life of the cloister, 
to discover the treasure of contemplation; in contact with missionaries, 
to know more closely the mission ad gentes; and in the company of 
diocesan priests, to deepen one’s experience of   (continued on page 4) 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
This Sunday, April 17, 2016, is annual World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions.  Pope Francis has give a message to the all faithful about the 
importance of this day and the need for vocations in the Church.  I 
offer his message for you this weekend.  Let us pray each day for more 
vocations in the Church! 
The Church, Mother of Vocations 
“Dear Brothers and Sisters,  It is my great hope that, during the course 
of this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, all the baptized may experience 
the joy of belonging to the Church and rediscover that the Christian 
vocation, just like every particular vocation, is born from within the 
People of God, and is a gift of divine mercy. The Church is the house 
of mercy, and it is the “soil” where vocations take root, mature and 
bear fruit. 
For this reason, on the occasion of the 53rd World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, I invite all of you to reflect upon the apostolic community, 
and to give thanks for the role of the community in each person’s voca-
tional journey. In the Bull of Indiction for the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, I recalled the words of the venerable Saint Bede, describing the 
call of Saint Matthew: “Miserando atque eligendo” (Misericordiae 
Vultus, 8). The Lord’s merciful action forgives our sins and opens us to 
the new life which takes shape in the call to discipleship and mission. 
Each vocation in the Church has its origin in the compassionate gaze 
of Jesus. Conversion and vocation are two sides of the same coin, and 
continually remain interconnected throughout the whole of the mis-
sionary disciple’s life. 
Blessed Paul VI, in his exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, described 
various steps in the process of evangelization. One of these steps is 
belonging to the Christian community (cf. no. 23), that community 
from which we first received the witness of faith and the clear procla-
mation of the Lord’s mercy. This incorporation into the Christian com-
munity brings with it all the richness of ecclesial life, particularly the 
sacraments. Indeed, the Church is not only a place in which we be-
lieve, but it is also an object of our faith; it is for this reason that we 
profess in the Credo: “I believe in the Church”. 
The call of God comes to us by means of a mediation which is commu-
nal. God calls us to become a part of the Church and, after we have 
reached a certain maturity within it, he bestows on us a specific voca-
tion. The vocational journey is undertaken together with the brothers 
and sisters whom the Lord has given to us: it is a con-vocation. The 
ecclesial dynamism of the call is an antidote to indifference and to 
individualism. It establishes the communion in which indifference is 
vanquished by love, because it demands that we go beyond ourselves 
and place our lives at the service of God’s plan, embracing the histori-
cal circumstances of his holy people. On this day dedicated to prayer 
for vocations, I urge all the faithful to assume their responsibility for 
the care and discernment of vocations. When the Apostles sought 
someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot, Saint Peter brought to-
gether one hundred and twenty of the brethren (cf. Acts 1:15); and in  
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CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016  
     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
     9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday, April 22, 2016   
 8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
Saturday, April 23, 2016    
     5:00pm  Holy Mass 
 Lector:      Nancy Bergren 
 EM:          Betty Clemens 
     Server:     Matthew Liffrig 
 Usher:      Jon Lenn 
     Greeter:   Char Lenn 
Sunday, April 24, 2016  
     7:00am Extraordinary Form Holy Mass 
 10:30am Holy Mass  
 Lector:      Paula Breid 
 EM:          Chris Kneeland, Ron Breid 
 Servers:    Charles Nelson, Gavin Twaddle 
     Ushers:    Arlie Benike, Peter Sanders 
     Greeter:    Peter Sanders 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  
April 20, 2016    †LaWanda Keller (Gene & Cathy Gergen) 
April 22, 2016     Bruce Berns (Carol Berns) 
April 23, 2016    †John Kasel (Joan Krause) 
April 24, 2016 (EF) Parishioners 
April 24, 2016     Mary Jennewein (Christine Grabow) 

WEEKLY TITHING for April 9-10, 2016 
     
     Envelopes:  $  1,440.00 
         Plate:       $     873.10 
     EFT:     $         7.50   
      Total              $  2,320.60 
 

Kitui Mission Collection: $367.72          

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  
Monday, April 18, 2016 
  7:00pm St Theresa's Circle meeting 
Friday, April 22, 2016 
 8:30am Widow Support Group meeting/Holy Mass 
Sunday, April 24, 2016 
   10:30am First Holy Communion Mass    
   Special Collection- Home Missions Appeal 

ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION: 
  Please plan to attend: Wednesday, May 4, 2016  

 6:10-6:40pm- Meal 
 6:40-7:35pm- Children class/Parent and Adult session 
      7:35-7:45pm- Adoration & Benediction  

The TOPIC for May: On This Rock, I Will Build My Church 
Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it will 
benefit all ages!  For all who are interested in attending our adult 

presentation and do not have children for the program. We will have 
a moderate meal. Please RSVP if you would like to come to the meal. 

 CATHOLIC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JUNE 13-17, 2016 

“DIVINE MERCY IN MY SOUL” 
-I want to walk in union with Jesus- 

The story of Jesus revealing His love for us through St. Faustina 
     We have an inspiring curriculum and activities, art projects, 

learn music and more! Registration forms are in the Church entry 
and also at the Church Offices. 

St. Michael Medals for the Military 
Do you have a family member or friend serving in the military?  
Our parish’s St. Padre Pio Knights of Columbus Council will be 
participating in the St. Michael Medals program offered through 
the State Chaplain.  The State Chaplain will send the medal and a 
prayer book directly to the serviceman/woman.  
*There is no cost to you or the military service person. 
*The military person does not need to be a KOC or Catholic. 
All that is needed is the name of the person in the military and their 
rank, their branch of service, and their mailing address.   Our coun-
cil will be obtaining a list of the military from the Pine Island and 
Zumbrota VFW.  If you would like to confirm your family member 
or friend is on the list, please contact Dan Kingsley (507-251-1532) or 
John Palof (507-273-7381). Prayers are very important to our military 
men and women. Continue to pray for them and their safety.  

Pine Island Community Blood Drive Monday, April 18 from 
1:00-7:00pm at the Church of St. Michael basement 

      First Time Donors Needed  For appt/info call 356-4799 

St. Theresa's Circle will meet at the home of Sally Fangman on 
April 18th  at 7PM. 

Widow Support Group to meet April 22 
All widows from our parishes are invited to an initial support 

group meeting at St. Michael, Pine Island on Friday, April 22.  The 
meeting begins with the Holy Mass at 8:30am and then we will meet 

in the Community Room for prayer and discussion. 
Please contact Fr. Kasel in the parish office with questions.   

The Book Club will be meeting at 1:00 PM in the Prairie Room 
on Wednesday, April 20th. Everyone is welcome! 

There will be a Knights of Columbus 1st Degree Ceremony  
Saturday May 7, 2016 at the Church of St. Michael in Pine Island 
at 10am. This will follow our Knights of Columbus Council 16016  
meeting which will begin at 8am.  

Announcement regarding impending litigation for some 
parishes in the Archdiocese 

Several parishes in our Archdiocese may be sued by sex abuse 
claimants in the next four to six weeks.  These lawsuits are the 
result of the three-year lifting of the statute of limitations (Child 
Victims Act).  By law, all sex abuse claims against parishes subject 
to the Child Victims Act must be placed in suit on or before May 
26, 2016.  At this time, we have not received any notice of claims 
against our parish and we do not expect to be sued.  If that 
situation changes, we will let you know immediately.  The 
Archdiocese and parish attorneys/legal counsel are making every 
effort to resolve the cases against the affected parishes in the 
Archdiocese in the course of the ongoing bankruptcy proceedings, and 
they are hopeful that the cases will be resolved in a fair and equitable 
manner in the coming months.  If you have any questions please 
contact me.  Let us pray for healing for all victims of abuse and for 
peace in our Archdiocese.   In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

Join a book study in May, the month of Mary! 
Tuesdays In May we will study the book: ‘The Flame of Love’ by 
Elizabeth Kindelmann. This book explains how renewal on Earth 
will take place through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. If you would like join the book study please contact  Fr. Kasel 
or either parish office.  More details will be announced next week. 
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CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 
    WEEKLY TITHING for April 10, 2016 

 
     Envelopes:  $   782.00     
         Plate:       $   105.00   
         Total              $   887.00 

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
 8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
 9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, April 21, 2016 
     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
Sunday, April 24, 2016 
     8:00am Confessions/8:25am Rosary/8:45am Holy Mass 
     Lector:    Loretta Froyum 
     EM:        Monica Capra, Becky Hinchley, David Hinchley, 
     Sue Hinrichs, Rick Ryan 
     Servers:   Zachary Hutton, Joshua Hutton 
     Ushers:    Tim Mack, Rick Ryan 
     Nursing Home Minister:  Karen Hodgman 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  
April 19, 2016  †Jeanelle McNamara (Don & Carmen McNamara)   
April 21, 2016  †Bernard, Irma, & David Horky (Kathryn Bucher) 
April 24, 2016   Parishioners  

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  
Sunday, April 24, 2016 
   8:45am First Holy Communion Mass    
   Special Collection- Home Missions Appeal 
Tuesday,  May 3, 2016 
   5:45pm Madonna Dinner  
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 
   6:10-7:45pm Faith Formation for Children and Parent/Adult 

ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION 
     Please plan to attend: Wednesday, May 11, 2016  

 6:10-6:40pm- Meal 
 6:40-7:35pm- Children class/Parent and Adult session 
      7:35-7:45pm- Adoration & Benediction  

The TOPIC for May: On This Rock, I Will Build My Church 
Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it will benefit all 
ages!  For all who are interested in attending our adult presentation and do not 
have children for the program. We will have a moderate meal. Please RSVP if 

you would like to come to the meal.  

CATHOLIC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
JUNE 13-17, 2016 

“DIVINE MERCY IN MY SOUL” 
-I want to walk in union with Jesus- 

The story of Jesus revealing His love for us through St. Faustina 
     We have an inspiring curriculum and activities, art projects, learn 

music and more! Registration forms are in the Church entry and also at 
the Church Offices. 

CCW NEWS: We are looking for new officers of President, 
Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer of our CCW for the 
coming year. Our Madonna Dinner will be on Tuesday, May 3, 
2016. All are invited!  

Be the Voice of Catholic Women –  
Sowers of Hope!  

St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women invites you to attend the 84th 
Convention on April 29 & 30 at St. Vincent De Paul Catholic 
Church in Brooklyn Park. Cost is $35 for one day registration 
and $60 for two day registration. Copies of the registration 
form are available at the entrance of the church.   
For more information, please go to www.accwarchspm.org 

Thank you to the women of St. Paul’s CCW for hosting a 
Minnesota Twins Baseball Opener party last Monday for the 
seniors at the Towers.  A special thank you to CCW President 
Jan Horsman, who planned and implemented this fun 
night.  Thank you also to all the members of our parish who 
brought food, helped serve, and who came to share their time 
and friendship.  The seniors are still talking about this fun 
night.  I’m so proud to be a member of this parish community 
which demonstrates to others that we are Christians by our 
love. --Shirley Gregory, SEMCAC Site Manager at the Towers 

PRO LIFE QUOTES 
A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up 
throughout the world...Let us...discover anew the humility and 
courage to pray and fast so that power from on high will break down 
the walls of lies and deceit: the walls which conceal from the sight of 
so many of our brothers and sisters the evil of practices and laws 
which are hostile to life. May this same power turn their hearts to 
resolutions and goals inspired by the civilization of life and love. 
(#100)  (quotes from ‘Gospel of Life, St. John Paul II) 

Catholic Daughters Meeting 
Our April CDA meeting will be on Monday, April 25th at St. 
Mary's Church, Bellechester, MN.  We will serve a light supper at 
6:30 pm followed by a business meeting and our annual white 
elephant auction. Woman 18 or older are welcome to join us. 

Announcement regarding impending litigation for some 
parishes in the Archdiocese 

Several parishes in our Archdiocese may be sued by sex abuse 
claimants in the next four to six weeks.  These lawsuits are the 
result of the three-year lifting of the statute of limitations (Child 
Victims Act).  By law, all sex abuse claims against parishes subject 
to the Child Victims Act must be placed in suit on or before May 
26, 2016.  At this time, we have not received any notice of claims 
against our parish and we do not expect to be sued.  If that 
situation changes, we will let you know immediately.  The 
Archdiocese and parish attorneys/legal counsel are making every 
effort to resolve the cases against the affected parishes in the 
Archdiocese in the course of the ongoing bankruptcy proceedings, 
and they are hopeful that the cases will be resolved in a fair and 
equitable manner in the coming months.  If you have any questions 
please contact me.  Let us pray for healing for all victims of abuse 
and for peace in our Archdiocese.  
In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

TWO YOUTH MISSION TRIP OPTIONS FOR 2016   
This year there are two weeks to choose from for our Mission 
Trip, July 17-22 and July 24-29.  All youth grades 9-12 
are invited to be part of a Mission Trip to Chicago.  We will 
work with the Missionaries of Charity Sisters in their Soup 
Kitchen and a youth summer Bible school. Please take a flyer 
in the entry of the Church and return it to the parish by May 
31st. For adults: if you are interested in chaperoning, please 
contact Fr. Kasel or the office.  
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  NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chevrolet      Buick  
732-5194 

www.groverauto.com 

ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting-Paved-24 Hour Access  
1550 Jefferson Drive, 

Zumbrota 
507-696-4406 

 
 
 
 

  

HEMANN,GROVER   
       & Company Ltd. 
Certified Public Accountants 

“Building & managing wealth for your  
business & family”  

Glen P. Hemann, CPA 
ghemann@zumbrotacpa.com 

404 Main St. S. Zumbrota 732-7800 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

210 3rd St. NW, Pine Island, 
507-356-8304 

www.pinehavencommunity.org 
providing a continuum of care through the belief 

that every person is unique 

 
                                                
 
Quality Building Materials 

Greg Haman, Kory Matthees,  
Paul Frigaard 

86 S. Main St. Pine Island, MN    
(507) 356-8324 

              
 
 

Knollwood 
Apartments  

Located next door to the 
 Church of St. Michael 

Walk to Sunday Mass! 
Call for more information 

        356-8448 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Steve Johnson’s 
 
 
 
Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-6706 

www.zumbrotaford.com 

 
 

 
 
 

Fine Dining Since 1854 
Located in the Historic  

502 N Main St.  
Mantorville, MN 55955 
(507) 635-2331  

          Kautz Lawn 
               Care 

 
MOWING - TRIMMING - 

EDGING - MULCH 
507-250-4517 

Keith Kautz 
1047 Lone Oak Lane SW. Oronoco, MN 

Owen 
 Locker 
 Plant 

507-356-8612 
110 2nd St. NE 

Pine Island, MN 55963 

 
 
 
 

228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
www.hubfoodcenter.com 

 

 Church of St. Michael    Church of St. Paul                           
       Cemetery                         Cemetery  

   For Plot Information            For Plot Information 
   Call the Parish Office          Call the Parish Office  

    507-356-4280                507-732-5324 
“Remember To Pray For Our Beloved Departed.”              

Thank You To Our  Advertiser of the Week:  

Mahn Family Funeral Home 
Larson Chapel 

1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN   (507) 732-5444 
Mahler Chapel 

209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN  (507) 356-4620 
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

 
201 N. Main St. Pine Island 

507-356-8414 

 
 
 
 

Buy one Blizzard at regular price, 
receive 2nd Blizzard of equal/lesser 

value FREE! 
215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota  

732-5910  

 
Newell McGee Owner 

9211 Co. Rd. 105 NW Pine Island, MN  
(507) 356-2442   

1-800-604-5917  

Plumbing   
& Heating, 
 Inc                                  

New Construction Remodeling Service 
507) 356-4455 
PO BOX 1085 

Pine Island, MN 55963 

Mahn Family Funeral Home 
Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 
 (507) 732-5444 
Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 
(507) 356-4620 
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
Commercial & Industrial 

507-824-2191 

 
 
 
 

Pine Island, MN   
356-8700 

 Zumbrota Towers  
Senior Community 

93 E 4th St.  Zumbrota,  
zumbrotatowers@titanventures.us 

 Call Today 
       507-732-5151 

David E. Hinchley 
sonsofmasonry@charter.net 

(507) 398-7877   

(cont. from page 1) pastoral life in the parish and in the diocese. For those 
who are already in formation, the ecclesial community always remains 
the fundamental formational environment, towards which one should 
feel a sense of gratitude. 
Vocations are sustained by the Church. After definitive commit-
ment, our vocational journey within the Church does not come to an 
end, but it continues in our willingness to serve, our perseverance and 
our ongoing formation. The one who has consecrated his life to the 
Lord is willing to serve the Church wherever it has need. The mission 
of Paul and Barnabas is a good example of this readiness to serve the 
Church. Sent on mission by the Holy Spirit and by the community of 
Antioch (cf. Acts 13, 1-4), they returned to that same community and 
described what the Lord had worked through them (cf. 14: 27). Mis-
sionaries are accompanied and sustained by the Christian community, 
which always remains a vital point of reference, just as a visible home-
land offers security to all who are on pilgrimage towards eternal life. 
Among those involved in pastoral activity, priests are especially im-
portant. In their ministry, they fulfil the words of Jesus, who said: “I 
am the gate of the sheepfold […] I am the good shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 
11). The pastoral care of vocations is a fundamental part of their min-
istry. Priests accompany those who are discerning a vocation, as well 
as those who have already dedicated their lives to the service of God 
and of the community.  
All the faithful are called to appreciate the ecclesial dynamism of vo-
cations, so that communities of faith can become, after the example of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, like a mother’s womb which welcomes the 
gift of the Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 1: 35-38). The motherhood of the  

Church finds expression in constant prayer for vocations and in the 
work of educating and accompanying all those who  perceive God’s 
call. This motherhood is also expressed through a careful selection of 
candidates for the ordained ministry and for the consecrated life.  Fi-
nally, the Church is the mother of vocations in her continual support of 
those who have dedicated their lives to the service of others. We ask the 
Lord to grant to all those who are on a vocational journey a deep sense 
of belonging to the Church; and that the Holy Spirit may strengthen 
among Pastors, and all of the faithful, a deeper sense of communion, 
discernment and spiritual fatherhood and motherhood.                    
Father of mercy, who gave your Son for our salvation and who 
strengthens us always with the gifts of your Spirit, grant us Christian 
communities which are alive, fervent and joyous, which are fonts of 
fraternal life, and which nurture in the young the desire to consecrate 
themselves to you and to the work of evangelization. Sustain these 
communities in their commitment to offer appropriate vocational cate-
chesis and ways of proceeding towards each one’s particular conse-
cration. Grant the wisdom needed for vocational discernment, so that 
in all things the greatness of your merciful love may shine forth. May 
Mary, Mother and guide of Jesus, intercede for each Christian com-
munity, so that, made fruitful by the Holy Spirit, it may be a source of 
true vocations for the service of the holy People of God.”   From the 
Vatican, 29 Nov. 2015, First Sunday  of Advent - Franciscus 
Through the intercession of Mary, the Mother of Mercy, St. Joseph, 
St. Michael and St. Paul may God grant us the grace to trust in His 
goodness and the strength to give witness to goodness to others! 
In Christ through Mary,  Fr. Kasel 
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