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Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
This weekend we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent.  This week the 
readings point us to prepare for the coming of Jesus in a few ways:  His 
imminent presence in the world through the Catholic Church and His 
final coming at the end of time.  Our Catechism of the Catholic Church 
has an excellent teaching about what our Lord teaches us about these 
matters: 
“"Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead 
and of the living."  Christ's Ascension into Heaven signifies His 
participation, in His humanity, in God's power and authority. Jesus 
Christ is Lord: He possesses all power in Heaven and on earth. He is 
"far above all rule and authority and power and dominion", for the 
Father "has put all things under His feet."  Christ is Lord of the cosmos 
and of history. In Him human history and indeed all creation are "set 
forth" and transcendently fulfilled. 
As Lord, Christ is also head of the Church, which is His Body.  Taken 
up to Heaven and glorified after He had thus fully accomplished His 
mission, Christ dwells on earth in His Church. The redemption is the 
source of the authority that Christ, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, 
exercises over the Church. "The kingdom of Christ [is] already present 
in mystery", "on earth, the seed and the beginning of the kingdom". 
Since the Ascension God's plan has entered into its fulfillment. We are 
already at "the last hour". "Already the final age of the world is with us, 
and the renewal of the world is irrevocably under way; it is even now 
anticipated in a certain real way, for the Church on earth is endowed 
already with a sanctity that is real but imperfect."  Christ's kingdom 
already manifests its presence through the miraculous signs that attend 
its proclamation by the Church. 
Though already present in His Church, Christ's reign is nevertheless yet 
to be fulfilled "with power and great glory" by the King's return to 
earth.  This reign is still under attack by the evil powers, even though 
they have been defeated definitively by Christ's Passover.  Until 
everything is subject to Him, "until there be realized new heavens and a 
new earth in which justice dwells, the pilgrim Church, in her 
sacraments and institutions, which belong to this present age, carries the 
mark of this world which will pass, and she herself takes her place 
among the creatures which groan and travail yet and await the 
revelation of the sons of God."  That is why Christians pray, above all 
in the Eucharist, to hasten Christ's return by saying to Him:  Marana 
tha! "Our Lord, come!" 
Before His Ascension Christ affirmed that the hour had not yet come 
for the glorious establishment of the messianic kingdom awaited by 
Israel which, according to the prophets, was to bring all men the 
definitive order of justice, love and peace.  According to the Lord, the 
present time is the time of the Spirit and of witness, but also a time still 
marked by "distress" and the trial of evil which does not spare the 
Church and ushers in the struggles of the last days. It is a time of 
waiting and watching. 
Since the Ascension Christ's coming in glory has been imminent, even 
though "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority."  This eschatological coming could be 
accomplished at any moment, even if both it and the final trial that will 
precede it are "delayed". 

We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, please call or stop at the 

Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might have! 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession - Saturday 4:15pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. Paul 
and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to hoped-for 
wedding date.  
Eucharist - Either Fr. Kasel or our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
are happy to bring Holy Communion to parishioners who are homebound. 
Please contact either parish office.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing with 
major surgery or infirm.  Please contact Father Kasel to make arrangements. 

WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 
8:25am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:15pm,  Rosary 
at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am and 10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  
Zumbrota Care Center - 2nd Thursday of the month, Mass at 9:15am  

Pine Haven Care Center - 1st Wednesday of the month, Mass at 11am 

December 1,  2019  First Sunday of Advent   Welcome  to  the  Churches  of 

St. Paul &    

St. Michael 

From Father Kasel  

The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at every moment of history 
until His recognition by "all Israel", for "a hardening has come upon part 
of Israel" in their "unbelief" toward Jesus. St. Peter says to the Jews of 
Jerusalem after Pentecost: "Repent therefore, and turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, and that He may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, whom Heaven must receive until the time for establishing all that 
God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old."  St. Paul 
echoes him: "For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, 
what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?" The "full 
inclusion" of the Jews in the Messiah's salvation, in the wake of "the full 
number of the Gentiles", will enable the People of God to achieve "the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ", in which "God may be 
all in all". 
Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial 
that will shake the Faith of many believers. The persecution that accom- 
panies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the "mystery of iniquity" in the 
form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their 
problems at the price of apostasy  from the Truth. The supreme religious 
deception is that of the Antichrist,  a pseudo-messianism by which man 
glorifies himself in place of God and of His Messiah come in the flesh.  
The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world 
every time the claim is made to realize within history that (cont. on pg.4) 

 

The next Holy Hour and Social for Men will be on Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
7:00pm at Church of St. Michael, PI. Fr. Kasel will give a talk on The 
Virgin Mary and purity for Men. All men are invited!  

                                 Holiday Tea  Saturday, December 7th  

                                                           9:00am-11:30am 
   St. Gianna Molla Guild  Church of St. Michael,  PI 

All are Invited! 



CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

Wednesday, December 4, 2019     

    8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 

    9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   

   11:00am Nursing Home Holy Mass  
Friday, December 6, 2019 

      8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 

    6:30pm (EF) First Friday Holy Mass   

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
    4:00pm First Saturday Devotions/4:00-4:55pm Confessions 
    5:00pm Holy Mass 
     Lector:     Terri Pass  
     Server:    Joseph Pass 
     Usher:      Scott Pass 
Sunday, December 8, 2019     
     7:00am Extraordinary Form Holy Mass 
    10:30am Holy Mass  
     Lector:     Ren Tescher 
     Servers:   Joseph Carlson, John Paul Lorentz,   
                                                          Michael Lorentz, Joseph Pass 
     Usher:     Ren Tesher 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

        WEEKLY TITHING for November 23-24, 2019                           
                                     Envelopes:                                                    $     1,665.00 
                  Plate:                                         $        980.25 
                            EFT:                                                                        $          82.50  
                  Total:                                                                   $    2,727.75 

Cemetery Collection:   $  632.50 

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

December 4, 2019     Robert Monosmith 
December 4, 2019    †Ruth Comstock 
December 6, 2019    Kristina Horle (Julie Horle) 
December 6, 2019    Francis Joseph McNamara 
December 7, 2019   †Harold Roberts (Jane & Family) 
December 8, 2019  (EF) Fr. Kasel 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019  
   6:00-7:45pm Faith Formation  
Saturday, December 7, 2019   
   9:00am-11:00am Holiday Tea 
Sunday, December 8, 2019   
   7:00pm Men’s Holy Hour and Social 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION  
The Next Class/Session: Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

Topic for December:   
Prepare the Way of The Lord! (Nativity and Incarnation) 

Below is the schedule: 
6:00-6:30pm-Meal  
6:35-7:30pm-Children Class/Parent & Adult Session 
7:35-7:45pm-All students, parents, & teachers meet in the 
Church for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction! 
 

Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it 
will benefit all ages! There will be separate presentations for 
adults & youth.  

Holy Spirit Novena for  December: Begins December 1  
and concludes December 9. 

Pine Island Food Shelf: The item requested for December is can 

Tuna/Chicken. 

Calling all singers! We are putting together a choir to sing Christmas 
Carols at the Holiday Tea!  There will be one rehearsal:  Tuesday, De-
cember 3rd, 7:00- 8:00pm to get organized and practice our  songs. 
We will be singing on Saturday, December 7th and will meet upstairs 
1/2 hour before we sing. All music will be provided. Please contact 
Carol Nelson or the parish office if interested. 

A new movie: Love and Mercy-Faustina in Cinema  
Dear Parishioners,  a new movie on Divine Mercy and St. Faustina, 
Love and Mercy – Faustina, will have a second showing on Decem-
ber 2 at 7pm at the Rochester (AMC) Cinema (4340 Maine Ave. S.E.). 
I encourage you to attend!    
Jesus, I Trust in You!                                                                                                                                                    
In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate: With praise and thanks-
giving to Almighty God, The Saint Paul Seminary and the Archdio-
cese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis joyfully announce the ordination 
of ten men to the Sacred Order of the Diaconate through the imposi-
tion of hands and the invocation of the Holy Spirit by His Excellency, 
The Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis, on Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., Cathedral 
of Saint Paul, Saint Paul, MN. 
Over the past four years, Deacon Kevin Downie (Home parish – 
Church of St. Michael and pastoral assignment to St. Pius V, Cannon 
Falls, and St. Joseph, Miesville) has been a mentor to several of these 
men attending classes and retreats with them at The Saint Paul Semi-
nary. We joyfully invite you to attend the Ordination to the Diaconate 
on December 7th and would appreciate your prayers for these men, 
their wives and families as they continue to prepare for this special 
and holy day.   
John Francis Allgaier, John Howard Bauch, Eric John Schwartzbauer 
Cooley, Michael James Daly, Matthew Joseph Damiani, Eric James 

Evander, Joel David Neisen, William Charles Schroeder, Joseph 
George Utecht, Rodney LaVerne Walker 

All are cordially invited to the 17th Annual St. Rose Candle 
Lighting Ceremony on December  15, 2019 at 2:00pm at  the his-
toric Church of St. Rose (8778 County 11 Blvd, Kenyon, MN 
55946).  There will be a reception following the ceremony at the 
Palof residence at 10155 505th Street, Kenyon. 

ETERNAL ROME PILGRIMAGE Q & A PRESENTATION: 
There will be an optional meet and greet presentation on December 
1st at 12:30 pm (St. Michael, Pine Island) for all those parishioners 
and friends who are interested in joining Fr. Randal Kasel  on the 
upcoming ETERNAL ROME IMMERSION PILGRIMAGE 
(November 9 - 19, 2020).  This is your chance to spend ten days in 
the Eternal City on a small group tour that is fully Catholic. The dead-
line for the $200 early registration discount has been extended to Feb-
ruary 1st. For details and online registration see: https://oc-travel.com/ 
italy-2020/. Contact OC-Travel for more information: 1-800-675-9088.  

St Pio Knights of Columbus Council 16016 will meet on Saturday, 
December 14, 2019 at Church of St. Michael at 8:00 (AM) we will 
have coffee, juice and breakfast  and then the meeting.  

Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting 
Christmas Flower offer ings for  the purchase of poinsetti-
as for the Christmas Season. You will find a Christmas Flow-
er envelope in your packet. The suggested donation is $13. 

Please put your envelope in the collection basket by Sunday, December 8. If 
you miss this deadline, please drop off donation at the Church office by 
Dec. 10. Thank you and God bless you!   

The Annual St. Gianna Molla Guild  

Holiday Tea   Saturday, December 7th 
9:00-11:30am  at Church of St. Michael, PI 

Enjoy the Tea, Sandwiches and Sweet treats 
Handmade Crafts for Holiday giving 

Bake Sales including candies, cookies and breads 
NEW!!! Whole pies! Both baked and frozen 

and Raffle Prizes  

https://oc-travel.com/italy-2020/
https://oc-travel.com/italy-2020/


CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 

 Tuesday, December 3, 2019  
     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
 9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Thursday, December 5, 2019  
     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  
    8:25am Confessions/Rosary 
    8:45am Holy Mass - On 1st, 3rd, & 5th  Sundays of the month       
                 Holy Mass will be versus populum; 2nd & 4th ad Orientem 

        Lector:      Tom Steger 
      EM:           Loretta Froyum, Karen Hodgman,  Sue Hinrichs, 
             Anne Varner, Rick Ryan 
      Altar Server:  Joel Matuska 
      Ushers:          Mark Huneke, Ken Kronebusch 
      Nursing Home Minister: Anne Varner  

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

December 3, 2019   †Lynnette Barry (St. Paul CCW) 
December 5, 2019   †Mill Pauba  (St. Paul CCW) 

December 8, 2019    Parishioners 

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Monday, December 2, 10:15am Holy Rosary Zumbrota Care Center 

Wednesday, December 4, 6:00pm Faith Formation at St. Michael 
Saturday, December, 7, 2019  9:00am Holiday Tea at St Michael 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 
    Fellowship Sunday hosted by Joan Circle after Holy Mass   
   7:00pm Men’s Holy Hour and Social at St. Michael, PI 

WEEKLY TITHING for November 24, 2019     
                    Envelopes:                                                    $   1,930.00       
                  Plate:                                        $         48.00 
                 Total:                                                                   $   1,978.00 

Cemetery Collection:   $  657..31 

CHURCH OF ST. Paul FAITH FORMATION  
The Next Class/Session: Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

Topic for December:   
Prepare the Way of The Lord! (Nativity and Incarnation) 

Below is the schedule: 
6:00-6:30pm-Meal  
6:35-7:30pm-Children Class/Parent & Adult Session 
7:35-7:45pm-All students, parents, & teachers meet in the 
Church for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction! 
 

Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it will ben-
efit all ages! There will be separate presentations for adults & youth.  

A new movie: Love and Mercy-Faustina in Cinema  
Dear Parishioners,  a new movie on Divine Mercy and St. Faustina, 
Love and Mercy – Faustina, will have a second showing on Decem-
ber 2 at 7pm at the Rochester (AMC) Cinema (4340 Maine Ave. S.E.). 
I encourage you to attend!    
Jesus, I Trust in You!                                                                                                                                                    
In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

Archdiocesan Synod-Upcoming Prayer and Listening Events 
What’s working and what’s not in the Archdiocese? Archbishop Hebda 
wants to hear from you! Please prayerfully consider attending an up-
coming Prayer and Listening Event, as part of the Pre-Synod Process 
and make your voice heard. Your input will help guide the Archdio-
cese over the next 5-10 years. There are 20 Prayer and Listening 
Events.  The next are:  
              Saturday, Jan. 5, 1-4 p.m. at Holy Cross (Minneapolis) 
              Saturday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m.-noon at St. Peter Claver, St. Paul 
           Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6-9 p.m. at Pax Christi, Eden Prairie 
     Learn more about the Synod and see a full listing of Prayer and  
Listening Events at archspm.org/synod. 

Words to Live by: 
“In all created things discern the providence and wisdom of God, and 
in all things give Him thanks.” St. Teresa of Avila 
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank 
God for what He is sending us every day in His goodness.” St. Gian-
na Beretta Molla 
“Thank God ahead of time….  Gratitude is the first sign of a think-
ing, rational creature.” Blessed Solanus Casey 
“A man wanted to do evil, but first prayed as usual; and finding him-
self prevented by God, he was then extremely thankful.” St. Mark the 
Ascetic 

Christmas Sharing Tree   
The  Christmas Sharing Tree for area needy families will be 
in the vestibule of the church again this year. The requests 
are for grocery, gas, and store gift cards, personal care products, 
and items such as paper products & laundry soap. The gifts will be 
distributed to families in the Zumbrota- Mazeppa school district. 
Please return items by Sunday, December 1. Thank you for your 
generosity as you share your blessings with those less fortunate. If 
you have questions, please call Maggie Eggerichs at 507-732-7516. 

Parishioners—please check out and enjoy the many interesting books and 
videos in the parish library located near the lower entrance of the church! 

Retirement Fund for Religious second collection—
November 30-December 1.  Thousands of senior Cath-
olic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests spent years 
working in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies—often 
for little or no pay. Now, their religious communities do not 
have enough savings for retirement and eldercare. Your gift 
to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medica-
tions, nursing care, and more. Please be generous.  

 Pro-Life Quote: The most important person on earth is a moth-
er.  She has built something more magnificent than a cathedral, a 
dwelling for an immortal soul.  The Angels have not been blessed 
with such a grace.  Mothers are closer to God, the Creator, than any 
other creature; God joins forces with mothers in performing the act 
of creation!  What on God’s earth is more glorious than this: TO BE 
A MOTHER!”  Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty 

The Church of St. Paul CCW will be filling and delivering 
fruit baskets this Sunday, December 8, 2019 after the Holy 

Mass at the Church basement. Everyone is invited to join us.   

Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting Christmas 
Flower offer ings for  the purchase of poinsettias for the Chr istmas 
Season. You will find a Christmas Flower envelope in your packet. 
The suggested donation is $13. Please put your envelope in the collec-
tion basket by Sunday, December 8. If you miss this deadline, please 
drop off donation at the Church office by Dec. 10. Thank you and 
God bless you!   

Dear Parishioners, 
Please consider participating in the events of the Archdiocesan Syn-
od!  We are all invited to participate through prayer and attending one 
of the Prayer and Listening Events. The closest Listening Events are: 
February 29, 9am-noon at St. Pius V, Cannon Falls; and March 7, 9am
-noon at Transfiguration, Oakdale; the complete list is given on our 
parish bulletin board. Choose the one that works for you.  The Parish 
Ambassador team is comprised of:  Byron and Barb Boraas, Gary and 
Louise Gerken, Randy and Shirley Gregory, Maggie Eggerichs, Jose-
fina Meyer and Fr. Kasel; they will answer your questions and share 
ways to participate in and pray for the Synod. Don’t pass up this op-
portunity to have your thoughts to be heard and participate in an his-
toric event in our Archdiocese!  

Holy Spirit Novena for  December: Begins December 1  
and concludes December 9. 

https://archspm.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6b646ee83333990453988967&id=1ca3f57fdb&e=cac90bfa6c
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/14-Of-The-Most-Powerful-Peace-Quotes-From-St-Teresa-Of-Avila
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6985
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6985


  NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 

 
 
 
 
 

Buy one Blizzard at regular 
price, receive 2nd Blizzard of 

equal/lesser value FREE! 

215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota 

732-5910  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting—Paved 

24 Hour Access  

1550 Jefferson Drive, 

Zumbrota 

507-696-4406 

 

 

 

 

 

HEMANN,GROVER        
& Company Ltd. 
Certified Public Accountants 

“Building & managing wealth for your 
business & family”  

Glen P. Hemann, CPA 
ghemann@zumbrotacpa.com 

404 Main St. S. Zumbrota  

732-7800 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

210 3rd St. NW 
Pine Island,  MN 55963 

507-356-8304 
www.pinehavencommunity.org 
Pine Haven Community provides a 

continuum of care through the 

belief that every person is unique. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Steve Johnson’s 
 
 
  
 
 
Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-

6706www.zumbrotaford.com 

Knollwood 
Apartments  

 
Located next door to the 

 Church of St. Michael 
Walk to Sunday Mass! 
Call for more information 

    (507)-356-8448 

  
 

   

 

  

 Church of St. Michael   Church of St. Paul                           

       Cemetery                       Cemetery  
   For Plot Information            For Plot Information 
   Call the Parish Office          Call the Parish Office  

    507-356-4280                507-732-5324 
 

“Remember To Pray For Our Beloved Departed.” 

Hub Food Center 
228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
https://www.nilssensfoods.com 

  TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
 Commercial & Industrial       

507-824-2191 

Rochester Cremation 
Services 

   Honesty  Kindness  Trust 
      Affordable Funerals    

Cremations & Memorial Services 
Michael D. Johnson   

Colin J. Maxon ~ Parishioner                             
        1605 Civic Center Dr. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901                                                              
(507) 206-4449                                        

Rochestercremationservices.mn.com 

Owen 
 Locker 
 Plant  
 
110 2nd St. NE                               
Pine Island, MN 55963 

507-356-8612              

Mahn Family  
Funeral Homes 
Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 

 (507) 732-5444 

Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 

(507) 356-4620 
mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

(from pg. 1)  messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history 
through the eschatological judgment. The Church has rejected even 
modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom to come under the 
name of millenarianism, especially the "intrinsically perverse" political 
form of a secular messianism. The Church will enter the glory of the 
kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord 
in His death and Resurrection.  The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not  
by a historic triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy,  
but only by God's victory over the final unleashing of evil, which will 
cause His Bride to come down from Heaven.  God's triumph over the 
revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgment after the final 
cosmic upheaval of this passing world. 
Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus 
announced the judgment of the Last Day in His preaching.  Then will the 
conduct of each one and the secrets of hearts be brought to light. Then 
will the culpable unbelief that counted the offer of God's grace as no- 
thing be condemned.  Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose 
acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love.  On the Last Day Jesus 
will say: "Truly   I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these  
my brethren, you  did it to Me."  
Christ is Lord of eternal life. Full right to pass definitive judgment on the 
works and hearts of men belongs to Him as redeemer of the world. He 
"acquired" this right by His cross. The Father has given "all judgment to 
the Son".  Yet the Son did not come to judge, but to save and to give the 
life He has in Himself.  By rejecting grace in this life, one already judges 
oneself, receives according to one's works, and can even condemn one 
self for all eternity by rejecting the Spirit of love.” (CCC 668-679) 
Through the intercession of Mary, the Immaculate Conception, St. 
Joseph, and our patrons, St. Michael and St. Paul, may God bless you, 
your families and our parishes! 
In Christ through Mary,  
Fr. Kasel 

Precepts of the Catholic Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2041-
43):  
1. You shall attend Holy Mass on Sundays and on Holy Days of Obli-
gation and rest from servile labor. We must “sanctify the day com-
memorating the Resurrection of the Lord” (Sunday), as well as the 
principal feast days, known as Catholic Holy Days of Obligation. This 
requires attending Holy Mass, “and by resting from those works and 
activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days.” 
2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year. We must prepare 
for the Eucharist by means of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession). This Sacrament “continues Baptism’s work of conver-
sion and forgiveness.” 
3. You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the 
Easter season. This “guarantees as a minimum the reception of the 
Lord’s Body and Blood in connection with the Paschal feasts, the 
origin and center of the Christian liturgy.” 
4. You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by 
the Church. “The fourth precept ensures the times of ascesis and pen-
ance which prepare us for the liturgical feasts and help us acquire mas-
tery over our instincts and freedom of heart.”  
5. You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church.  “The fifth 
precept means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material 
needs of the Church, each according to his own ability.” 

St. Andrew Christmas Novena Prayer to Obtain Special Graces: 
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was 
born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing 
cold. In that hour, vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my 
desires, through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ and of His Blessed 
Mother. Amen. It is piously believed that whoever recites the above prayer fifteen 
times a day from the feast of St. Andrew  (November 30) until Christmas (December 

25) will obtain what is asked.. 

http://www.beginningcatholic.com/catholic-holy-days-of-obligation

