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Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
This week (from July 21-27) we celebrate Natural Family Planning 
Awareness Week. This week presents us a wonderful opportunity to thank 
our Lord Jesus for the wonderful gift of family life. Family life, as created 
and intended by our Creator, is the foundation of our civilization.  The 
more we understand it’s foundational role within the human family, the 
more we can be appreciative and help others to know the beauty and 
wonder of family life as intended by God.  The United States Catholic 
Bishops have written a pastoral letter on family life. I want to share with 
you an abridged version of this document: 
MARRIAGE: LOVE AND LIFE IN THE DIVINE PLAN  
“What Is Marriage?  Marriage is a natural institution established by God 
the Creator. It is a permanent, faithful, fruitful partnership between one 
man and one woman, established by their free mutual consent. It has two 
purposes: the good of the spouses, called the unitive purpose, and the 
procreation and education of children. Marriage is not merely a private 
institution. It is the foundation of the family, where children learn values 
and virtues that make them good Christians as well as good citizens. 
Marriage is important for the upbringing of the next generation, and 
therefore it is important for society. Men and women are equal as persons. 
As male and female, they are two different ways of being human. These 
differences relate them to each other in a total and complementary way. 
They make possible a unique communion of persons in which spouses 
give themselves and receive each other in love. This communion of 
persons has the potential to bring forth human life and thus to produce the 
family. No other relationship symbolizes life and love as marriage does.  
The two purposes of marriage are inseparable; they are two aspects of the 
same self-giving. The unitive purpose of marriage means that husband and 
wife participate in God’s own self-giving love. The two become one flesh, 
giving mutual help and service to each other through their intimate union.  
The procreative purpose recognizes that married love is by its nature life-
giving. The children who result from this union are the supreme gift of 
marriage. Some couples experience the tragedy of infertility and may be 
tempted to think that their union is not complete; however, it remains a 
distinctive communion of persons.   
Challenges to Marriage  
Contemporary society poses fundamental challenges to the meaning and 
purposes of marriage. Four of these challenges are discussed here.  
(1) Contraception. Each act of intercourse must be open to procreation, 
because the whole meaning of marriage is expressed in each marital act. 
Contraception closes off the possibility of procreation and separates the 
unitive and procreative meanings of marriage. This is objectively wrong 
and is essentially opposed to God’s plan for marriage and proper human 
development. Deliberately separating these two meanings can damage or 
destroy the marriage and bring many other negative consequences, both 
personal and social. Natural family planning (NFP) methods enable a 
couple to plan their family in accord with God’s design.  
(2) Same-sex unions. Male-female complementarity is essential to 
marriage. It makes possible authentic union and the generation of new 
life. Attempts to make same-sex unions the equivalent of marriage 
disregard the nature of marriage.  Since marriage and same-sex unions are 
different realities, it is not unjust discrimination to oppose the legal 
recognition of same-sex unions. These unions pose a serious threat to the 

We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, please call or stop at the 

Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might have! 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession - Saturday 4:15pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. Paul and 
8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to hoped-for 
wedding date.  
Eucharist - Either Fr. Kasel or our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
are happy to bring Holy Communion to parishioners who are homebound. 
Please contact either parish office.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing with 
major surgery or infirm.  Please contact Father Kasel to make arrangements. 

WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 
8:25am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:15pm,  Rosary 
at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am and 10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  
Zumbrota Care Center - 2nd Thursday of the month, Mass at 9:15am  

Pine Haven Care Center - 1st Wednesday of the month, Mass at 11am 

July 21, 2019  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   Welcome  to  the  Churches  of 

St. Paul &    

St. Michael 

From Father Kasel  

fabric of society that affects all people.  
(3) Divorce. Marriage is meant to be a lifelong covenantal union, which 
divorce claims to break. Troubled couples as well as divorced persons are 
encouraged to rely on God’s help and to use the resources of the Church for 
support and healing. An annulment is a possibility for some divorced 
persons. This is a finding by a church tribunal, or court, that no valid 
marriage bond was formed because the requirements for valid consent were 
not met at the time of the wedding.  
(4) Cohabitation. Many couples live together in a sexual relationship 
without marriage. This is always wrong and objectively sinful because the 
complete gift of self can only take place within the public, permanent 
commitment of marriage.  
Marriage as a Christian Sacrament  
Although marriage remains a blessing from God, Original Sin has had 
grave consequences for married life. As a break with God, it ruptured the 
original communion between man and woman. Jesus healed this rupture 
when he raised marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. In marriage a man 
and woman become one flesh. They love each other as they love 
themselves and cherish each other's bodies as their own. This union is an 
image of Christ’s love for his Church. Spouses are called to give them- 
selves to each other as fully as Christ gave himself to his Church. When the 
baptized spouses exchange their promises of loving and permanent fidelity 
before the Church, their marriage covenant becomes a participation in the 
unbreakable covenant between Christ and the Church. The Holy Spirit 
binds the spouses together and enables them  to perform acts of self-giving 
love to the benefit of them- selves, their families, and the whole Church. In 
this way their marriage does more than symbolize Christ’s love; it makes 
that love present in the world. In order to imitate Christ’s love for his 
Church, the relation- ship between man and woman needs healing. Their 
relationship is not a one-sided subjection of the wife to the husband, but a 
mutual subjection of husband and wife, following St. Paul’s charge to “be 
subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Eph 5:21).  
Marriage and Family: A Communion of Love  
The Christian married couple, with their children, forms an image of the 
Trinitarian God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Marriage and family life 
images the Trinity in two ways. First, like the Trinity,     (cont. on pg.4) 



CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

Wednesday, July 24, 2019 

    9:00am Holy Mass     
    9:30am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday, July 26, 2019  

    8:30am  Communion Service 
Saturday, July 27, 2019 
   4:15pm Confession/4:35pm Rosary 

   5:00pm Holy Mass 
     Lector:     Janet Bauch 
     Server:    Braxton Osterhaus 
     Usher:     Aarron Osterhaus     
Sunday, July 28, 2019       

     7:00am Extraordinary Form Holy Mass 
    10:30am Holy Mass  
 Lector:     Noah Kneeland 
 Servers: John Bauer, Nicholas Bauer, Ian Brost, Liam Brost 
     Usher:     Steven Pass  

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

WEEKLY TITHING for July 13-14, 2019                        
                                              Envelopes:                                                    $    1,195.00 
                 Plate:                                         $     1,379.32 
                            EFT:                                                                        $           7.50 
                 Total:                                                                   $    2,581.82 
                    Kitui Mission Collection:  $ 426.31  

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Thursday, August 1, 4:00pm Altar Server Appreciation Event 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019   
 11:00am-1:00pm CCW Salad Luncheon at Church of St. Paul  
Monday-Friday, August 12-16, 2019 

8:30am-12pm Catholic Vacation Bible School (CVBS) at St. Michael 

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

July 24, 2019         Dana Petricka (Jen Winkler) 
July 26, 2019         Communion Service 
July 27, 2019        †Harold Roberts (Jane & Family) 
July 28, 2019   (EF) Sheila Buehler 
July 28, 2019         Parishioners 

Catholic Vacation Bible School (CVBS)  
Church of St. Michael, PI for children 4 years old -6th grade 

 on August 12-16, 8:30am-12noon 
Come celebrate the gift of Life at this unforgettable Birth-

day Blast! This is an exciting PRO-LIFE themed program 
where kids will learn to discover, respect, protect, serve, 

and celebrate life!   
*Daily Mass is offered in Church each weekday at 8:30am* 

Registration form is available at the entrance of the Church and 
in our website. 

CVBS Volunteers Needed! We are in need of help in the following 
areas: teaching or assisting in teaching, art, games, and nursery for 
children of volunteers. CVBS is from August 12-16.All CVBS volun-
teers are required to complete certain archdiocesan safety re-
quirements before their service begins.  Please contact the parish 
office if you can help out that week!  
Thank you, Fr. Kasel 

 

August 24-25, 2019 at the Church of St. Michael 
Volunteer Sign-up is located at the entrance of the Church. Please 
sign up for one of the many jobs available from helping with 
games, serving in the dining room working in the kitchen and clean 
up. Anyone and everyone can help, even the little ones, so sign up 
the whole family.  
Arts & Crafts Vendors: We are looking for Arts and Crafts vendors 
for the Fall Festival on Saturday & Sunday, August 24th & 25th, 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The fee is only $25 for two days. Please 

contact  Terri Pass at stmichaelharvest@gmail.com.     

Music Entertainment: Musicians are needed to perform for our 

guests during our Saturday-Sunday Fall Festival. Do you have a 
musician or two in the family? Piano, guitar, violin, accordion, bag-
pipes, trumpet, flute, clarinet …Solos, duets, ensembles…the op-
tions are endless. For questions, please contact the Parish office at 
507-356-4280. 
Baskets/Items for the Fall Festival Silent Auction:  We are in need of 
baskets to be donated for the Silent Auction held during the Festi-
val this Fall. Please make up any type of “basket” that you like or 
any individual items, including religious items, gift certificates, gift 

cards, homemade item or purchased items. Please drop off any 

items at the parish office.    Thank you! 
 Free Bingo: There will be free bingo both Saturday and Sunday. 
We are looking for volunteers to work the bingo. We have some 
prizes left, but we do need a few more items. Winner will be from 
5-95 years old. 

JOIN US FOR A PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINE OF 
 OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP, near GREEN BAY, WI  

Monday, August 26 - Tuesday, August 27, 2019 
We will also be visiting these Churches and destinations: 

The National Shrine of St. Joseph, St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Dio-
cese of Green Bay and Diocesan Museum 

(If time allows: the Carmelite Monastery in Denmark, Wisconsin) 
We will be staying for one night at the Quality Inn & Suites Down-

town 321 S Washington Street - Green Bay, WI 54301 
To Register, fill out the form found at the entrance of the Church and 
return to: Church of St. Michael, Our Lady of Good Help Pilgrimage 
451 5th Street SW - Pine Island, MN 55963, call with questions: 507-356-4280 

Altar Server Appreciation Event: There will be an altar server 
appreciation event on Thursday, August 1, 2019at Bowlocity in 
Rochester  from 4:00—10:00pm. (There has been a change of date 
from what was previously  in the bulletin).  Free Laser Tag for 
servers and free food and beverages for  parents and altar servers. 
Please RSVP with the parish office by Thursday, July 25, 2019.    
I suggest that this event be for parents and altar servers only. 
However, if you would like to bring other members of your family 
it is possible; please contact the office or Fr. Kasel.  
Thank you to all our altar servers! God bless you all. 
In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

WHAT TO WEAR TO HOLY MASS? With summer weather upon 
us, please remember that modesty and dignity in apparel benefits our 
attentiveness to God during worship. We are all called upon by the 
Holy Spirit to avoid a careless attitude during our participation at the 
Sunday Holy Mass out of reverence for the true presence of Jesus, 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, in the Holy Eucharist. Those com-
mitted to assisting with various ministries as part of Holy Mass should 
be especially attentive to set a good example as they perform their 
particular roles. Please keep in mind, dressing in our 'Sunday best' is 
an expression of Faith and indicates a personal conviction of the 
unique call to spend time in worship of the Our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ. Finally, please remember, just as it is not the norm to wear 
our 'Sunday best' to the beach or when doing yard work, it is not the 
norm to wear beach or recreation clothes to Holy Mass. Come to Our 
Lord each Sunday knowing that you will be in the presence of the One 
who gave His life so that we might live. Truly, above all others, He 
has a rightful claim to our love, reverence and respect. Thank you and 
God bless you!  In Christ through Mary,  Fr. Kasel 

PI Food Shelf: The items requested for July: Peanut Butter & Jelly/Jam 



CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 

 Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
 9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament    
Thursday, July 25, 2019 

     8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
Sunday, July 28, 2019   
    8:25am Confessions/Rosary 
    8:45am Holy Mass - On 1st, 3rd, & 5th  Sundays of the month    
                    Holy Mass will be versus populum; 2nd & 4th ad Orientem 

               Lector:        Loretta Froyum 
      EM:            Monica Capra, Sue Hinrichs, Karen Hodgman, 
                       Rose Perra, Rick Ryan 
      Altar Servers:  Joshua Hutton, Zachary Hutton 
      Ushers:           Lenny Feuling, Mark Hinrichs 
      Nursing Home Minister:  Marie Robinson 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

July 23, 2019   †Ray Huntley  
July 25, 2019   †Jeanette Schmoll (Our Lady of the St. Croix) 
July 28, 2019    Parishioners 

     UPCOMING CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

HOLY MASS TIMES AND  MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Monday, July 22, 10:15am Holy Rosary at Zumbrota Care Center 

Thursday, August 1, 4:00pm Altar Server Appreciation Event 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019   
 11:00am-1:00pm CCW Salad Luncheon  
Monday-Friday, August 12-16, 2019 
8:30am-12pm Catholic Vacation Bible School (CVBS) at St. Michael 

       WEEKLY TITHING for July 14, 2019                                    
                                                      
                                        Envelopes:                                                                             $    585.00   
                 Plate:                                                  $              74.00                      
                                             Total:                                                                                 $    659.00 

 
 
 
 

Catholic Vacation Bible School (CVBS)  
Church of St. Michael, PI for children 4 years old -6th grade 

 on August 12-16, 8:30am-12noon 
Come celebrate the gift of Life at this unforgettable Birthday 
Blast! This is an exciting PRO-LIFE themed program where kids 

will learn to discover, respect, protect, serve, and celebrate life!   

*Daily Mass is offered in Church each weekday at 8:30am* 
Registration form is available at the entrance of the Church.   

27th Annual CCW Salad Luncheon 
August 14, 2019  11:00am to 1:00pm at Church of St. Paul    

Assorted Salads, Cheese Tray, Deviled Eggs,   
French Bread, and Beverages  

Prices: Adults   $8.00, Children 6-12   $4.00,  Preschool FREE   

Tickets at Church day of Luncheon   Take-outs available CALL 732-5347  

St. Paul CCW Ladies: Pull out your  favorite recipes and plan to 
supply a salad on August 14th for the Annual CCW Salad Luncheon. 
Your salad should serve 15. There is a signup sheet at the back of 
church for you to indicate what you wish to bring and when you wish 
to work. Please drop off the salad on Tuesday, Aug 13, 6:30 to 7:30 
pm or Wednesday, August 14, 8-10am. It takes a 
number of us to make this a success, so please take 
the time to sign up.   

Thank you for your participation. 

Fundraiser for FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN: Pancake 
Breakfast at St. Peter & Paul’s in Mazeppa on Sunday July 21, from 
9:00am to 12:30pm.  Serving pancakes, eggs, and sausage for a free  
will donation. All profits go to Hiawatha Valley MobilePack (local 
Feed My Starving Children packing unit), in which 1,400 volunteers 
will be packing more than 270,000 meals in Plainview on August 22-
24 to be sent to starving children in 70 countries of the world. 

Catholic Daughters are sponsoring a trip to the Grotto of Redemp- 
tion in West Bend, IA, on July 31. The Cost is $45, which includes 
transportation, lunch, tour, snacks, and gratuities. We are going to 
car pool from the Church of St. Paul parking lot. Be ready to leave 
at 7:15am  so we will arrive at Shopko South before 8:00am. Please 
send your $45 fee to Ellie Huneke. If interested or with questions, 
call Louise Gerken at (507) 732-5772 or  Ellen at (651)-764-02341.   

Words to Live by: 
“A glance of love cast towards Jesus and the knowledge of our pro- 
found misery makes reparation for everything."St. Therese of Lisieux 

“If we want to live a life of love of God, we must not fail in our 
love towards our neighbor."  St. Therese of Lisieux 

"The humility of Jesus: in Bethlehem, in Nazareth, on Calvary. But 
still more humiliation and more self-abasement in the most Sacred 
Host - more than in the stable, more than in Nazareth, more than on 
the Cross. hat is why I must love the Mass so!" St. Josemaria Escriva 

“Many Christians take their time and have leisure enough in their 
social life (no hurry here). They are leisurely, too, in their profes-
sional activities, at table and recreation (no hurry here either). But 
isn’t it strange how those same Christians find themselves in such a 
rush and want to hurry the priest, in their anxiety to shorten the time 
devoted to the most Holy Sacrifice of the Altar?”  St. Josemaria Escriva  

Missionary Cooperation lan:  Missionary Cooperation Plan:  
This weekend our parish will host Father Andrew Litigio, OFM, 
who will speak on the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor’s efforts in 
developing countries like Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, India, Sri Lanka, 
and the Philippines. Their missions are dependent on outside help to 
support their Supplement Program, Feeding Program, Clean Water 
Project, Housing Project, Center for Children with Disabilities, and 
scholarships for poor children.  Please prayerfully consider assisting 
their missions with a financial contribution in the collection. 

National NFP Awareness Week: July 21-27,                                              
Love, Naturally! Cooperating with God's design for married love 

"Celebrate and reverence God's vision of human sexuality."  
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has designated 
the last week of July as NFP Awareness Week. NFP stands for Nat-
ural Family Planning, and offers a scientific and marriage building 
opportunity by learning about one’s fertility. NFP Awareness Week 
supports couples by bringing awareness of spousal love. This year 
NFP Week runs from July 21-27, 2019. These dates include the 
anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae (July 25) and 
the feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne (July 26). Human life is a 
beautiful gift and is to be cherished. For additional information please 
visit www.archspm.org/NFPAwarenessWeek. 

Vacation Bible School Materials needed! Do you have extra ice 
cream buckets or potato chip containers?  You can help our 2019 
Vacation Bible School!  Round 5qt. ice cream buckets with lids, and 
Pringles containers with lids are requested for CVBS craft projects. 
Please drop off at the parish office. Thank you. 

Pro Life Quote:  
 "Some people argue that changing laws will not eliminate abor-
tions.  It is certainly true that a change of heart is more important than 
a change of law. What is forgotten, however, is that the law is the great 
teacher.  Children grow up believing that if a practice is legal, it must 
be moral."-- John Cardinal O’Connor 

http://www.archspm.org/NFPAwarenessWeek


  NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 

Mahn Family  
Funeral Homes 
Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 

 (507) 732-5444 

Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 

(507) 356-4620 
mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Buy one Blizzard at regular 
price, receive 2nd Blizzard of 

equal/lesser value FREE! 

215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota 

732-5910  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting—Paved 

24 Hour Access  

1550 Jefferson Drive, 

Zumbrota 

507-696-4406 

 

 

 

 

 

HEMANN,GROVER        
& Company Ltd. 
Certified Public Accountants 

“Building & managing wealth for your 
business & family”  

Glen P. Hemann, CPA 
ghemann@zumbrotacpa.com 

404 Main St. S. Zumbrota  

732-7800 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

210 3rd St. NW 
Pine Island,  MN 55963 

507-356-8304 
www.pinehavencommunity.org 
Pine Haven Community provides a 

continuum of care through the 

belief that every person is unique. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Plumbing  
            & Heating 

Inc 
    New Construction 
Remodeling Service 

PO BOX 1085 
Pine Island, MN 55963 

(507) 356-4455 

Knollwood 
Apartments  

 
Located next door to the 

 Church of St. Michael 
Walk to Sunday Mass! 
Call for more information 

    (507)-356-8448 

 ZUMBROTA 
TOWERS  

Senior Community 
93 E 4th St. Zumbrota, 

zumbrotatowers@titanventures.us 

Call Today 

   507-732-5151 

 
 
  
 
 

Steve Johnson’s 
 
 
  
 
Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-6706 

www.zumbrotaford.com 

Owen 
 Locker 
 Plant                        
110 2nd St. NE                               
Pine Island, MN 55963 

507-356-8612 

  

 Church of St. Michael   Church of St. Paul                           

       Cemetery                       Cemetery  
   For Plot Information            For Plot Information 
   Call the Parish Office          Call the Parish Office  

    507-356-4280                507-732-5324 
 

“Remember To Pray For Our Beloved Departed.” 

Hub Food Center 
228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
https://www.nilssensfoods.com 

Expanded services for a growing communi-
ty 

www.pineislandbank.bank 

507-356-8328 

1318 Apache Ct SW,  
Rochester, MN 55902  

(507) 252-5552  

Superb Cuisine Since 1854 
Located in the Historic  

502 N Main St. Mantorville, MN  

(507) 635-2331  
hubbellhouserestaurant.com  

  TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
     Commercial & Industrial       

507-824-2191 

Rochester Cremation 
Services 

   Honesty  Kindness  Trust 
      Affordable Funerals    

Cremations & Memorial Services 
Michael D. Johnson   

Colin J. Maxon ~ Parishioner                             
        1605 Civic Center Dr. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901                                                              
(507) 206-4449                                        

Rochestercremationservices.mn.com 

Chevrolet      Buick  

732-5194 
www.groverauto.com 

(from pg. 1) marriage is a communion of love between co-equal persons, 
beginning with husband and wife and extending to all the members of the 
family. Second, just as Trinity’s love is life-giving, a married couple’s 
love conceives and cares for children. In addition to reflecting the 
Trinity, the family is a microcosm of the Church. The ancient expression 
“domestic church” accurately describes the family because it is a small 
communion of persons that draws its sustenance from the larger Church 
and reflects its life in unique ways. Within this domestic church, parents 
have a special responsibility to teach children the faith and help them to 
grow in virtue. The family matures as a domestic church by participating 
in the life and worship of the larger Church, especially Sunday Eucharist. 
In the Eucharist, members of the family are most fully united to Christ, to 
one another, and to their brothers and sisters throughout the world. 
Christian spouses in a mixed marriage (between a Catholic and a 
baptized person who is not Catholic) witness to the universality of God’s 
love, even without sharing the Eucharist. They can make an important 
contribution towards Christian unity. Sometimes, Catholics marry non-
Christians. These marriages are not sacramental, although the parties do 
commit to fidelity, permanence, and openness to children. Both types of 
unions face particular challenges, especially the religious upbringing of 
children. The Catholic party needs to take seriously the promise to 
maintain his or her Catholic faith and to do all in his or her power to have 
the children baptized and raised Catholic. Marriage is a vocation, or 
divine call, as necessary and valuable to the Church as other vocations. 
Discernment of and preparation for marriage is a process that begins 
early in life and continues through the engagement period. Because 
marriage is for the good of the Church and the entire community, the 
Church and the state have an obligation to help support and sustain 
marriage.  Growth in Virtue with God’s grace, couples are called to grow 

in holiness. A holy marriage is made up of many virtues. Fundamentally, 
the couple lives out the theological virtues of faith, hope and love. Love is 
the heart of the vocation of marriage. It calls spouses to imitate Jesus by 
their willingness to sacrifice themselves in everyday situations for each 
other and their children. Couples must also grow in the moral virtues of 
prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. Two virtues that are some-
times overlooked are chastity and gratitude. Marital chastity means that 
the couple’s love is total, faithful, exclusive and open to life. It protects a 
great good: the communion of persons and the procreative purpose of 
marriage. Marriage is a school of gratitude, in which husband and wife 
are thankful for the gift of each other. They express their joyous gratitude 
in giving themselves completely to each other. Their gratitude leads them 
to be open to children and to be generous towards others.Growth in virtue 
is a lifelong journey, in which the spouses become more like Christ so 
that they can more perfectly love each other as Christ loves his Church.  
The Eucharist  
In the Eucharist, Catholic couples meet Christ, the source of their 
marriage. This encounter moves them to reach out in love to the broader 
Church and to the world. The Eucharist nourishes the virtue of marital 
hospitality and helps the couple to recognize God’s image in others. This 
hospitality builds up the Church and makes it a stronger witness to 
Christ’s love in the world.  
A marriage that is truly in Christ is a sign of the Kingdom that is coming. 
At the end of time, at the celebration of the heavenly wedding banquet, 
the love to which the spouses have been called will find its completion 
when the entire Church is assumed into the glory of the risen Christ.” 
Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
may God bless all of our families! 
In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel 

http://www.hubbellhouserestaurant.com/?fdm-menu=dinner

