
Welcome  to  the  Churches  of 

 St. Michael 

We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, please call or stop at the 

Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer  any questions that you might have! 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. 
Paul and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to 
make arrangements.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing 
with major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make 
arrangements. 
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  

Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 
8:25am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:00pm,  Rosary 
at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 
10:05am, Mass at10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  

Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  

Father Randal Kasel, Pastor    frkasel@bevcomm.net 

Father Thomas McCabe , Parochial Vicar  frmccabe@bevcomm.net 
Josefina Meyer &  Sara McNamara, Staff  

CHURCH OF ST. PAUL  749 South Main St.,  Zumbrota, MN 55992   
Office: 732-5324 Fax: (507) 732-5347  Email: stpauls@hcinet.net  

OFFICE HOURS: Tues & Thurs 9am-noon,1-5pm, Wed Closed, Fri 9am-noon 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL  451 5th St. SW,  Pine Island, MN 55963  
Office: 356-4280 Fax: (507)356-2080 Email: stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tues-Thurs 9am-noon &1pm-5pm, Fri 9am-noon 

Website: http://www.stpaulstmichael.com 
BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE  All articles for the bulletin are due by noon on 
Wednesday. Please e-mail Saint Paul articles to stpauls@hcinet.net and Saint 
Michael articles to stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net. The business office reserves the 
right to edit articles as time and space allows.   

St. Paul  &    

From Father Kasel  

December 27, 2020   
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary &  Joseph 

Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God-Holy Day  

Thursday, December 31   St. Michael, Pine Island  4:00 pm 
Thursday, December 31    Holy Trinity, Goodhue   4:00 pm 
Friday, January 1    St. Michael, Pine Island     7:00 am (EF) 
Friday, January 1    St. Paul, Zumbrota                     8:45 am 
Friday, January 1    St. Mary, Bellechester               8:45 am 
Friday, January 1    St. Michael, Pine Island           10:30 am 
Friday, January 1    St. Columbkill, Belle Creek      10:30 am 

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
Merry Christmas!  Please remember this month of December is dedi-
cated to the Immaculate Conception and the Infancy of Jesus: let us 
give thanks to our Heavenly Father for the gift of Jesus through Mary!  
This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. I share with you a reflection on the Holy Family. I 
encourage you to reflect over this message a few times this week: 
Feast of the Holy Family - “The Holy Family of Nazareth:  Jesus 
wanted to launch the Redemption of the world from the heart of a 
family. And when they had performed everything according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.  
And the Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon Him. (Luke 2:39-40)   
The Messiah wanted to start His redemptive task in the bosom of a 
simple, ordinary family.  The first thing that Jesus sanctified with His 
presence was a home.  Nothing extraordinary happened during those 
years in Nazareth where Jesus spent the greater part of His life.  
Joseph was the head of the family.  He was a father according to the 
law and it was he who supported Jesus and Mary with his work.  It is  
he who received the message as to what name he must give the Child:  
And you shall call His name Jesus, and heard the words of those who 
wanted to protect the Child:  Rise, take the Child and His Mother and 
flee to Egypt (Matt. 2:13).  Rise, take the Child and His Mother and 
go to the land of Israel.  Do not go to Bethlehem, but to Nazareth (cf. 
Matt. 2:20-23).  It was from Joseph that Jesus learned His trade, 
which was  to be His means of earning a living.  Jesus must often have 
shown His admiration and affection for him. 
From Mary, Jesus learned certain turns of phrase, popular expressions 
full of wisdom which He was later to use in His preaching.  He saw 
how she kept back a little dough from one day to the next, so that it 
could act as leaven; she added water and mixed it with the new dough, 
leaving it to rise, well covered with a clean cloth.  When His mother 
mended their clothes, the Child used to watch her.  If a garment was 
torn she would look for a piece of cloth to match.  Jesus, with a 
child’s curiosity, would ask her why she did not use a new piece of 
cloth.  Our Lady explained to Him that when new patches are washed 
they pull on the old cloth and tear it; that was why she had to make a 
patch out of used cloth…  The best clothes, the ones they wore on 
feast days, were kept in a chest.  Mary also took great care to place 
certain aromatic plants between them so as to prevent moths from 
damaging them.  Years later these occurrences will appear in Jesus’ 
preaching.  We never forget this teaching which is fundamental to 
ordinary life. Mary spent nearly every day of her life like millions of 
other women who look after their families, bring up their children and 
take care of the house.  Mary sanctifies the ordinary everyday things - 
what some people wrongly regard as unimportant and insignificant: 
everyday work, looking after those closest to you, visits to friends and 
relatives. What   a blessed ordinariness, that can be so full of love of 
God! (J. Escriva, Christ Is Passing By, 148)   
Between Joseph and Mary there existed a holy affection, a spirit of 
service, and a mutual desire for each other’s happiness.  This is Jesus’ 
family:  sacred, holy, exemplary, a model of human virtues, ready to 
carry out God’s Will exactly. A Christian home must be an imitation 

of the house of Nazareth: a place where there is plenty of room for 
God so that He can be right at the center of the love that members of 
the family have for one another. 
Is our home like this?  Do we dedicate to it the time and attention that 
it deserves?  Is Jesus its center? Do we live only for the others? These 
are some questions which we could ask in our prayer today, whilst we 
contemplate Jesus, Mary and Joseph on the feast that the Church 
dedicates to them. 
The mission of parents.  The example of Mary and Joseph: In the 
family, the parents by word and example are the first heralds of the 
Faith with regard to their children. (Second Vatican Council, Lumen 
Gentium, 11)  In the case of the Holy Family this was achieved in a 
most singular manner. Jesus learned the meaning of the things around 
Him from His parents.   
The Holy Family would have devoutly recited the traditional prayers 
which were said in every Jewish home. In that house, however, 
everything that referred particularly to God had a new meaning and 
content.  How keenly and fervently, and with what a spirit of 
recollection, would Jesus have repeated the verses of Sacred Scripture 
which all Hebrew children had to learn. (cf. Ps. 55:18; Dan. 6:11; Ps. 119) 

He would often recite these prayers learned from His parents’ lips. 
When they contemplate these scenes, parents should frequently 
consider the words of Pope St. Paul VI, recalled for us by Pope St. 
John Paul II, Do you teach your children the            (cont. on pg. 3) 

The next Holy Hour for Women will be on Sunday, December 27, 
at 6:00pm at Church of St. Michael. All women are invited! 



CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

Wednesday, December 30, 2020    
 8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass (also live-streamed) 
 9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, December 31, 2020 
 4:00pm Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God      

Friday, January 1, 2021       
 7:00am(EF)Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God      
10:30am Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God                              
                                                                                                   (also live-streamed) 
Saturday, January 2, 2021       
 4:00-4:50pm Individual Confession  
 5:00pm Holy Mass      
 Sunday, January 3, 2021       
 7:00am Extraordinary Form Holy Mass 
 10:30am Holy Mass (also live-streamed)    

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

December 30, 2020   Char O’Malley (Pat McCutcheon) 
December 31, 2020   †Eduardo & †Edgar Bermudez,  
                                    and  †John York (Elaine York) 
January 1, 2021       Ganz Family (Nelson Family) 
January 1, 2021       Parishioners 
January 2, 2021       †Jerry Bodensteiner (Janet Shannon) 
January 3, 2021       (EF) Parishioners     
January 3, 2021       †Johnny Elsen (Carolyn Ocariz) 

 

 WEEKLY TITHING for December 19-20, 2020           
                    

                           Envelopes:                                           $      3,146.00      

                                                                  Plate:                                                                    $    1,742.00     

                                                                  EFT:                                                                        $    2,222.50     

                                                                 Total:                                            $    7,110.50 

HOLY MASS TIMES  

Pine Island Food Shelf: The items requested for January: Tuna, 

Hamburger, or chicken Helpers; Boxed Mac & Cheese 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION  

The Next Session: Wednesday, January 6, at 6:30-7:45pm 
TOPIC for Jan.: The Call: Are You Listening? (Vocations and Holy Orders)  

Rochester Rosary Rallies: Our country continues to need fervent 

prayer.  The next two Rosary rallies will be at 3pm on December 27 and 

January 3 near the Rochester Government Center at the corner of 4th St. 

SE and 3rd Ave. SE.  

Holy Spirit Novena for January: January 1 - January 9. 

Exodus 90 at St. Michael  
We are asking men of the parish to prayerfully consider an opportu-

nity for a slightly different New Year’s resolution heading into the 

new year. Exodus 90 is a program focused on building a closer rela-

tionship with God, finding peace, and providing freedom from 

life’s distractions. It focuses on increasing daily prayer and scrip-

tural study via works of asceticism and group accountability. It is a 

challenging program, but many who undertake it, find it to be life-

changing. There will be an information meeting for those interested 

in undertaking the Exodus 90 group journey at St. Michael on 

Wednesday, December 30th at 8:30pm. Details about the program 

can be found on the website https://exodus90.com. The 90 day Exo-

dus will begin January 4th and end on Easter Sunday. There will be 

weekly meetings every Wednesday at 8:30 pm at St. Michael.  
If you are interested in joining the group and/or would like to learn 

more, go to the website above, download the app, set a start date for 

January 4th, and begin looking through the “Field Guide”. If you 

would like a reminder email/text for the information meeting on 

December 30th, please write your name and contact info legibly on 

the sign-up sheet or email Santi Ocariz at sa.ocariz@gmail.com.    

Man was created for greatness—for God Himself; he was created to be 

filled by God. But his heart is too small for the greatness to which it is 

destined. It must be stretched” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

Thank you for the Christmas Flower Donations 
In Memory & Honor of Loved Ones 

 Gerry & Catherine Arnold 
Carl & Nancy Anderson in memory of Anderson & Spooner families  

Janet Bauch in memory of James Bauch and Kollasch Family 

William & Pamela Beulieu  

Ted & Sarah Bauer  

Clementina Bermudez 

Carol Berns in memory Dennis Berns, Louis & Rita Slinger, Roland & 

Virginia Berns, Marian Goodman, Cecilia & Andy Burkhartzmeyer       

Ron & Paula Breid  

Brian & Katie Brost  

Dave & Karin Charron 

Joe Colaiano   

Ben & Jennifer Eirikson 

Timothy & Jennifer Fuller 

Peter & Catherine Giesen 

Don & Julie Hoerle in memory of Don Hoerle Sr. 

Kathleen Karlen 

Barb Keehn in memory of Gene Keehn, Wayne &                                             
Joann Johnson, and Lucille & Matie Griffin                                             

Linda Kelly in memory of Francis Kelly                                                                                            

Steve & Mary Kingsbury 

Joan Knutson in memory of all lost to Covid 

 Joanne Kollasch in memory of Gerald Kollasch, family members  

Char Lenn in memory of Charlie “Jack” Lenn 

Kenneth & Sharon Meyers in memory of  

Chester & Ivalene Meyers and Louis & Jane Henriksen 

Brian & Laurie Murray in memory of June & Carl Murray 

John & Jill Palof in memory of Carl & Helen Heinowski, Gerald & 

Margaret Beissel, Jerome & Alice Roltgen, and John & Mary Palof 

Scott & Terri Pass in memory of William Pass  

Jane Roberts in memory of her husband, Harold Roberts  

Janet Shannon in memory of Jerry Bodensteiner                                        
Paul & Mary Sutton                                                                              

Daniel & Margaret Swanson in memory of Lawrence & Gertrude 
Lofgren and Mitch Jensen                                                                  

Rosemary Turk                                                                                    

AnneRose Wanjiru 

Fr. Kasel in memory of all deceased relatives 

PRO-LIFE QUOTES:  

“America, your very future as a nation depends on your willing-

ness to protect the Right to Life of the most defenseless in your 

society.”   Blessed John Paul II  

“Nothing we do to defend the human person, no matter how small, 

is ever unfruitful or forgotten.  Our actions touch other lives and 

move other hearts in ways we can never fully understand in this 

world.  Don’t ever underestimate the beauty and power of the wit-

ness you give in your pro-life work.”  Archbishop Charles Chaput, 

Archbishop of Philadelphia, April 8, 2011 

“The primary moral judgment on candidates and their positions is 

to be made in the light of their concern for protecting human life 

from conception to natural death.” Francis Cardinal George 

https://exodus90.com/
mailto:sa.ocariz@gmail.com


CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 

Tuesday, December 29, 2020   
 8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
 9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Thursday, December 31, 2020   
 8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass 
Friday, January 1, 2021      
 8:45am Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God      

Sunday, January 3, 2021      
    8:25am Confessions/Rosary 
    8:45am Holy Mass - On 1st, 3rd, & 5th  Sundays of the month                    

                    Holy Mass will be versus populum; 2nd & 4th ad Orientem      

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

HOLY MASS TIMES  

CHURCH OF ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION  

The Next Session: Wednesday, January 6, at 6:30-7:45pm 
TOPIC for Jan.: The Call: Are You Listening? (Vocations and Holy Orders)  

Holy Spirit Novena for January: January 1 - January 9. 

December 29, 2020    †John Perra (Lenny & LaVonne Feuling) 
December 31, 2020    †Janet Quandt (Annette Fritz) 
January 1, 2021         Parishioners 
January 3, 2021         Parishioners 

    WEEKLY TITHING for December 20, 2020                              

                         Envelopes:                                           $       395.00     

                                                                  Plate:                                                                    $       65.00                                                          

                              EFT:                                                                        $   1,175.00      

                                                               Total:                                             $  1,635.00 

Thank you for the Christmas Flower Donations   
In Memory & Honor of Loved Ones                                

Betty Bennett in memory of Daniel L. Bennett, Sr.                                 
and Ted & Pat Anderson                                                                     

Bjorngaard in memory of Brian B. Bjorngaard, Joan Bjorngaard, 
and Ray & Helen Schoenfelder                                                          

Byron & Barb Boraas in memory of Loved ones                                         
Keith and Judy Boraas in memory of Roy & Gloria Bradley                      

Dan & Annette Fritz                                                                         
Gary & Louise Gerken                                                                       

Duane & Jane Hinrichs in memory of family                                      
Linda Kazmierczak                                                                       

Gary & Char Murray in memory of Elbert family members and 
Murray family members                                                                    
Stuart & Jennifer Ohr                                                                    

Kathy, Karen, Gayle & Amy in memory of their parents:                                                                      
   Jim & Millie Pauba                                                            

Marie Robinson in memory of Ben & Dorothy Guenther,                      
Mike & Bernie                                                                                      

Fr. Kasel in memory of all deceased relatives 

(From Father Kasel...from pg. 1) Christian prayers? Do you 
prepare them, in conjunction with the priests, for the sacraments that 
they receive when they are young - Confession, Communion and 
Confirmation? Do you encourage them, when they are sick, to think 
of Christ suffering, to invoke the aid of the Blessed Virgin and the 
saints? Do you say the family Rosary together…? Do you pray with 
your children, with the whole domestic community, at least some-
times? Your example of honesty in thought and action, joined to 
some common prayer, is a lesson for life and an act of worship of 
singular value. In this way you bring peace to your homes: Pax huic 
domui.  Remember, it is thus that you build up the Church. (St. John 
Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation, Familiaris Consortio¸60) 
If Christian homes imitate that home formed by the Holy Family of 
Nazareth, they will be bright and cheerful homes (cf. J. Escriva, 
Christ Is Passing By, 22) because each member of the family will 
struggle first of all to get to know God and, with a spirit of sacrifice, 
will endeavor to make life more pleasant for those around him. 
The family is a school of virtues and the ordinary place for us to 
find God. Husbands and wives will achieve this aim by exercising 
the virtues of Faith and Hope, facing serenely all the great and 
small problems which confront any family, and will be persevering 
in the love and enthusiasm with which they fulfill their duties. They 
will learn to smile and forget about themselves in order to pay 
attention to others. Husband and wife will listen to each other and 
to their children, showing them that they are really loved and 
understood.  They will forget about the unimportant little frictions 
that selfishness can magnify out of all proportion. They do lovingly 
all the small acts of service that make up their daily life together.   
The aim is this: to sanctify family life, while creating at the same 
time a true family atmosphere.  Many Christian virtues are 
necessary in order to sanctify each day of one’s life.  First, the 
theological virtues and then all the others: prudence, loyalty, 
sincerity, humility, industriousness, cheerfulness… (ibid., 23) 
These virtues will strengthen the unity that the Church teaches us to 
pray for: You, Who by being born into a family, strengthen family 
bonds, let there be an increase in unity within the family. (Divine 
Office, Payers II, Vespers of 1 January) 
The Holy Family, an example for all families: United to Christ, a 
family is a member of His Mystical Body, and has been called the 
domestic Church. (Second Vatican Council, Lumen Gentium, 11)  
That community of Love and Faith has to manifest itself in all 
circumstances, as the Church herself does, as a living witness to 
Christ. The Christian family proclaims aloud both the present power 
of the Kingdom of God and the Hope of the life to come. (ibid., 35)  
The faithfulness of the spouses to their matrimonial vocation will 
lead them, among other things, to pray for vocations for their 
children so that they may dedicate themselves fully to God’s service 
with a spirit of self-denial. 
In the Holy Family, every Christian home finds its most perfect 
exemplar; in it the Christian family can discover what it should do 
and how it should behave so as to bring about the sanctification and 
full human development of each one of its members. Nazareth is the 
school where we begin to understand Jesus’ life; it is the school 
where we begin to get to know His Gospel. Here we learn to 
observe, to listen, to meditate, to penetrate the mysterious depths of 
this simple, humble and charming manifestation of the Son of God 
among men.  Here we learn too, perhaps without realizing it, to 
imitate that life.  (St. Paul VI, Homily, Nazareth, 5 January 1964) 
The family is the simplest and most basic form of society.  It is the 
main school of all the social virtues.  It is the seed-bed of social life.  
For it is in the family that we learn to practice obedience, a concern 
for others, a sense of responsibility, understanding and mutual help, 
a loving coordination of essentially different characters. This 
becomes a reality, particularly in large families, which have always 
been praised by the Church. (cf. Second Vatican Council, Gaudium 
et Spes, 52)  Indeed, it has been proved that the health of a society if 
measured by the health of its families. This is why direct attacks 
against the family (as happens with legislation allowing divorce) are 
direct attacks against society itself, whose results (cont. on pg. 4) 

       Words to live by: 

“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you... 

yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer 

him your hand.” St. (Mother) Teresa of Calcutta 
“We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a 

cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a 

heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one another.” St. 

(Mother) Teresa of Calcutta. 
“Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God's 
own Nature, do not return by sin to your former base condition. Bear 

in mind Who is your head and of Whose body you are a member. Do 

not forget that you have been rescued from the power of darkness and 

brought into the Light of God's Kingdom.” St. Leo the Great 

“Celebrate the Feast of Christmas every day; even every moment in 

the interior temple of your spirit, remaining like a baby in the bosom 

of the Heavenly Father, where you will be reborn each moment in the 

Divine Word.” St. Paul of the Cross 



  NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 

Mahn Family  
Funeral Homes 

Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 

 (507) 732-5444 

Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 

(507) 356-4620 
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

     TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
     Commercial & Industrial       

507-824-2191 

 
 
 
 
 

Buy one Blizzard at regular 

price, receive 2nd Blizzard of 

equal/lesser value FREE! 

215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota 

732-5910  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Steve Johnson’s 

 

 

 
 

Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-6706 

www.zumbrotaford.com 

ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting—Paved 

24 Hour Access  

1550 Jefferson Drive, 

Zumbrota 

507-696-4406 

 

 

 

 
 

Knollwood 

Apartments  
Located next door to the 

 Church of St. Michael 
Walk to Sunday Mass! 
Call for more information 

    (507)-356-8448 

. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HEMANN,GROVER        
& Company Ltd. 
Certified Public Accountants 

“Building & managing wealth for your 
business & family”  

Glen P. Hemann, CPA 
ghemann@zumbrotacpa.com 

404 Main St. S. Zumbrota  

732-7800 

 

   

 
 St. Paul/

Minneapolis 
Archdiocese 

Victim Assistance 
Program Hotline:  

(651) 291-4475 

Parish Safe Environment 
Coordinator: Sara McNamara 

 

St. Michael:  507-356-4280 
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

 

St. Paul: 507-732-5324 
stpauls@hcinet.net 

  
 

Church of St. Michael   Church of St. Paul                            

       Cemetery                       Cemetery  
   For Plot Information            For Plot Information 
   Call the Parish Office          Call the Parish Office  

    507-356-4280                507-732-5324 
 

“Remember To Pray For Our Beloved Departed.” 

Safe Environment:  The Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with 

minors or vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3 
(background check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS 

training) before beginning their service, and to renew 
every three years while serving.  Please contact the Safe 
Environment Coordinator for details on how to register for 
a VIRTUS class, complete the Essential 3, or do updates. 

Hub Food Center 
228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
https://www.nilssensfoods.com 

  Pine Haven Community 

Pine Haven Care Center:  
skilled nursing care,  

private rooms,  

rehabilitation &  

therapy services. 

Evergreen Place: 
senior housing          

with services. 

210 3rd St NW • Pine Island • (507) 356-8304 

        www.PineHavenCommunity.org 

Spiritual Communion Prayer: My Jesus, I believe that  You are 

truly present, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Most 

Holy Eucharist. I love You above all things, and   I desire 

to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally in the Most Holy Eucharist, 

please come at least spiritually into my heart now. I spiri-

tually embrace You and choose to unite myself wholly to 

You. Never permit me to be separated from You and Your Love. 

Thank You, Jesus! I love You! Amen. 

(from pg. 3) are not long in making themselves felt. 
May the Virgin Mary, who is the Mother of the  Church, also be the 
Mother of the ‘Church of the home.’  Thanks to her motherly aid, may 
each Christian family really become a ‘little church’ in which the 
mystery of the Church of Christ is mirrored and given new life.  May 
she, the Handmaid of the Lord, be an example of humble and 
generous acceptance of the Will of God.  May she, the Sorrowful 
Mother at the foot of the Cross, comfort the sufferings and dry the 
tears of those in distress because of the difficulties of their family life.  
May Christ the Lord, the Universal King, the King of Families, be 
present in every Christian home as He was at Cana, bestowing light, 
joy, serenity and strength. (St. John Paul II, op. cit., 86)   
Today we pray to the Holy Family in a very special way for each 
member of our families and in particular for the one in most need. 
(From: In Conversation with God, by Francis Fernandez) 
Through the intercession of the Holy Family, St. Michael, St. Paul, 
and  all the Holy Angels, may God grant us the grace to be joyful in 
union  with the Hearts of Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
In Christ through Mary,  
 Fr. Kasel 

Rejoice in this Grace – From a Sermon by St. Augustine 

“Awake, mankind! For your sake God has become man. Awake, 

you who sleep, rise up from the dead, and Christ 

will enlighten you. I tell you again: for your sake, 

God became man. You would have suffered eter-

nal death, had He not been born in time. Never 

would you have been freed from sinful flesh, had 

He not taken on Himself the likeness of sinful 

flesh. You would have suffered everlasting unhap-

piness, had it not been for this Mercy. You would 

never have returned to life, had He not shared your death. You 

would have been lost if He had not hastened to your aid. You 

would have perished, had He not come. Let us then joyfully cele-

brate the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let us celebrate 

the festive day on which He who is the great and eternal Day came 

from the great and endless Day of eternity into our own short day 

of time. He has become our justice, our sanctification, our redemp-
tion, so that, as it is written: Let him who glories glory in the Lord. 

Let us then rejoice in this Grace, so that our glorying may bear 

witness to our good conscience by which we glory, not in our-

selves, but in the Lord. That is why Scripture says: He is my glory, 

the One who lifts up my head. For what greater Grace could God 

have made to dawn on us than to make His only Son become the 

son of man, so that a son of man might in his turn become son of 

God?  Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for its justifica-

tion, and see whether you will find any other answer but sheer 

Grace.” 


